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PREFACE. 


Odly MiniSters are fliled the Ch 
(GG 110is and horſemen of Iſrac! 
theſe are the watchmen of the cit 
tat give warning of danger, interce 
with the Lord;4nd doubtleſs the Churc\ 
of Gad muſt necds receive great detri 
ment by the removal of ſuch worthies. 


lt is a ſaying of the Jewiſh Rabbin] | 


Quando luminaria patiunt ur _—_— 
malum cft ſjgnum mundo, when th 
heavenly Inminaries are eclipſed, * 
dreadful preſage of approaching evil t 
this lower world, The Church inthe 
parts kath been ſucceſſwely bleſſed witl 
amous Miniiters, and gracion\ 
Chriſtians , whoſe praiſe is in the 
Churches of Chriſt 5 many whereof now 
fieep in the Lord ; yet through Gods 
wiſe care ofthe Churches ſucceſſion, not 
Ot i, G70 a few 
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The Prefzce, 
a few are yet left, as hopeful ſips ſpring 
up in their room: on whom and the 
people ſurviving, I would here take oc+ 
caſten to drop a word of counſel. 

I. Ton that are like to ſucceed this 
old flock of Preachers, worn or wearing 
« | out, look to your planting into Chriſt; 
| | let your own Souls be duely built upon 
| | the right foundation ; preſume not to 
j | be Miniiters before you be Chriſtians 

get experience of Divine 1ruths in your 
own Souls, and tranſcribe them in your 
| | daylypradtice : Believe, repent, obey, 
| | 107 ſelves, or you will teach theſe things 
\ | ſorrily and unconcernedly 5, whatever 
| your gifts be, ſee you have ſincere grace, 
and dedicate your all to God; you ſerve 
| an holy God, Chrii?, you preach an holy 
| Goſpel, you have before you holy exams 
; 
e 
p 


ples, be you alſo holy in every change, in 
all conditions. Aarons ornaments ſtgni- 
fied nothing, if Holineſs to the Lord 
was not writ upon his forehead in a plate 
of Gold: if you had profound Wit and 
earning, tenacious Memories, brave 
Elocution, that you conld ſpeak, with | 
tongues of Mcn and Angels, all 7s | 
ef no worth without Grace within,and 
4 uniucr ſal 
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univerſal ſanity; one allowed ſin will 
worm-eat the goodlieſi trees, and blast 
the pleaſanteſt fruits ; ſome Miniſters 
are eminent for one rare gift, others for 
other accompliſhments ; all have ſome, 
few have all 5 ſome modeit young men 
look upon themſelves as much behind 
others, are apt to be diſccuraced 5 my 
advice to ſuck is, to make up that deſe@F 
in diligence, holineſs and in faithfulneſs ; 
what Nature or Art denies, get a ſupply 
by Grace, Grace within, vigoriuſly exe» 
erciſed, the aſſiſiing grace of God fetch- 
ed in by faith and prayer 5 Be faithful 
to what you have, if you cannot attain 
to much : that's a brave ſaying of Lu- 
thers, and ſhall be my Motto, 1 defare to 
be found a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt 
and his church, if I cannot be prudent 
or skilful : Let not weakneſs of parts 
diſcourage you 5 ſome 01dinary men of 
low giſts, may bonour God more than 
ſome famons learned Dofors : Be in- 
duſtrious in your Studies:daily improve | 
your talents ; you have more helps than 
your predceeſſors 5, give not occaſion of } 
the complaint of that Hebrew Rabbi, 
that the Father had Pliw'd, Sown, 

Reapcd 


The Pref ce, 


Reaped, F:rned the Wheat, {et Bcad 

on the Table, but the children bats not 

- month t» cat it + the greateft Parts 

may ruſt iway by idleneſs 5 but meaneſt 

grow bright and nſeſui by diligent int- 

provement:the diligent hand with Geds 

bleſſing mahes rich 3 Lut be ſure you 4-ep 

humble : deſpiſe not, but reverence your 

forefathers ; if you exceed them in «@- 

vancement of Leartivg in ſome poir te, 
its well if you fall not below the min 
real worth, as to the prwer of Geodli- 
meſs: read their lives in Mr. Clarks Cele 
ledions, ( eſpecially this laj? T olume 
printed ſince bis Death ) and be aſha- 
med of your ſelves, and provoked to 4 
holy Emulation in true picty and /cal 
get into a corner, and tremble to ſve 3 our 
ſelves thus outſiript, and implere more 
Grace from Heaven, 

1 have but a word to ſay concerning 
this Diſcourſe Ate Life of this bely Man 
of God [ confeſs MAny diſcouragements 
layinthe way of this undertaking, net 
fit row to ve nad : the main ws. That 
we? were wot Capi l- of dving any thirg 
worthy of h:m, nd it's better do 19+ 

thing at atl, 19 not to purpoſe te a> 
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fewer the fame of Lim, or expe@Fations 
concerning him 5 but my Anſwer is that 
ef the Poet Lucan, 

Quod | ; digna tu minus eſt mes 
pagina i2 = at voluifle ſat eff. 
And, difhct i m fecil'; eſt venia : If 
amr not abic io aa « Fine portraiture 
of «ll the Fcaturcs, 5! ma; be this rough 
dr oc my exce d r1ne of our attain- 

ts, and excite r:i0:tmitation ,and may 
{ome way texd tr the glory of our great 
Iiaſters and tier 1 kwve my end, If any 
ſay its poorly done, and might have been 
done bettcr. 1 confefs it, aud let theme 
contribme jorethirg to wend it; but this 
z5 the besf we can find, according t0 our 
Irformations ard if we cannot bring a 
Li #b, owr two Turtle- Doves may be 
accepted oth by Ged and man. Let the 
/; fvite, Omnipotent, Faithful God;pat 
inlabourcrs intoithe Harveſt, ſupply Va- 
Caries, 'ond Lis Servants labours 
will bis beijing, and continaze his 

hurch, in.ijiry, and preſence with 
74 eje Nuiove to the exd of the World, 
Alien, | 


; [4 Narrative of ihe Life 
- | and Death of Mr. John 
| Angier, Minifler of the 
Goſpel at Denton. 


R. Fobn Angier was Born at 
Dedham in Eſſcx, of Pious Pa- 
rents, and was baptized there, 


Ott:ber $th 1605. He was careful- 
ly Inſtru&ted by tis Parents be-rimes, in 
the Frinciplies of Religion, Ecucated in 
School-learning in the f{.mz Place, being 
apt and capable, ard from his Child-hood 
much inclined to his book, and ve-y defi- 
rous to be trained up for the Miniſtry, 
which he made his early and earneſt choice, 
as appears by this remarkable ſtory which 
f have heard confidently reported by cre- 
Gible perlons. Ir is this: As this Jokn, 
C{ who was the firſt-born Sor, named after 
his Father ) with his three Brethren, Be- 
zaleel, Samuel, and Fdmunt, were coming 
fgm School to their Fathers houſe, now 

; ell 
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fell a ſhower of Rain ; they all run under 2 
Tree in an Hedg for a fkelter ; they Rtand- 
ing there fſceing it Rain apace, begun to 
m:ke their ſeveral wiſhes; one withed it 
would Riin Learning ; another Vool, ano- 
ther Moncy , and another Þiumbs ; thus 
pleaſing themſelves with their juvenile fan- 
cies; which options manifeſted their Cif. 
fcrent Inclinations , and became prophe- 
tick prefages of their future diſpoſals : For 
behold, a Neighbour ove r hearing them ac- 
quainted their Father, who calling them to 
him,examined them one by one, ſaying 7ohn, 
what did you with it might Rain ſuch a time 
in fuch a place? He was at prefent fomething 
abafhed, and loath to Anſwer, but being 
further urged, ſaid, Sr, | wiſht it would 
Rain Learning : Why, laid his Father, what 
Profeſſion wou!dſt thou be of * he Anfwer- 
ed, I would be a Preachzr. Come Herts 
ſaid the Father, what did thou with it 
would Rain? he anſwered Woo!, VWhy 
laid he, what Calling wou'ſdft thou chute? 
he an{wercd, I would be of your calling , 
a Clothier : Samuel, {aid the Father , what 
hadſt thou a mind it ſhould Rain? hie an- 
fwered Money, for | have amind to be a 
Merchant : And laftly, calling Edmund, de- 
manding the ſame, he anfwered that he de- 
fired it might Rain Plumbs, for he w«uld 
chuſc to be a Grocer : The Father being 


an intelligent conſiderate man, thus oble = 
v.ng 
(] 


ww 


ving every ones genius; and being furniſhed 
with acompetent eſtare, tvitzd to them Cals 
lings accorCing to their wiſhes; bc zalcel was 
a rich Clothier in Dedham, + gracious mar; 
he died Offober 30. 1678. Samnel the 1 bird 


Sun, being brought up a M-rchant, lived in 


good repute in Hlant beyond Szcay and 
there Cicd, in March 1665, Eimund the 
youngelt being bound Apprentice to a G*o-+ 
cer, went into New. England, and is the 
cenly turvivor, hath many years k- pt a Gro- 
cers Shop in Cambridg there, and l {uppotc 
is living at the writing hereof, 

But to retun to the Eldeft Son 7b, the 
lubj-& of this dilcourſe. Being trained up a 
Scholar , proved a notable inſtrument ct 
Glory to God, and good to fouls in his 
generation. And thus they all anfwered the 
ends of their education , and h:d good 
luccels ; a good Item ro Parents in dit; oling 
their children to Calling, rather to conlulc 
their Childrens capzcirics and inclinations, 
than their own humours and converitcncics; 
things do always bett when volimntarity 
choten 5 when the ſtream of natural efteCri 
ons runs to the channel of an adapt<d Veca- 
tion, it bears down all oppoſitions, ard 
attains the defired Port of a furzbl- 
ſucc*{s in the moſt arduous enterprites; hence 
Dr. Harris faith, he never attemtiped uny 
thing within the verge of his Calling, 
though it ſeemed difficult in the cncrance, 
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but with Gods bleſſiag on his induſtrious 
profccution, he found it feaſible and facile; 
but,» srvita nerve, that which is attemp- 
tel againlt hearr, or without an adequate 
Capacity, goes on heavily, and feldom ren- 
«crs the profeſſor of hisC .lling fit to manage 
1t to purpote, or arrive at any eminency 1n 
it, b:caule it goeth againſt the grain; wilſe- 
Iv tiercfore 01d the Arbentans,who brought 
their youth into a place where the Utenſils 
for all Caiings were laid up, that making 
their choice thereof, each might have the 
Calling he had thereby choten, 

And as his proficiency at School was 
accerCing to his time, fo divine grace did 
betimes begin to reach and touch the heart 
of this our young T imothy, who from a child 
had known the holy Scriptures, for at Twelve 3 
years of age the Lord dealt with his con- i? 
icience, by ſome rays of illumination, and © 
dartsot convittion, which more effetually | > 
were faſtened in him by Mr. Rogers Mi-# 
niſtry after his fathers death; but from his" 
hirſt conviction he had much trouble upon 
his fpirit, which he kept much to himtelf, | 
and often retired into a corner, being aſha- 
med that any one ſhould know of his heart- | 
orief : his Moiher being a choice and gra-þ' 
cious Chriitien, often tpake to him of Soul F: 
£or.cerns, w-yi and prayed much for him. |: 
ta competent age his Father ſent him to 
the Univerſity of Cambridg; he was admit: ; 
ted 


t 
/ 
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ted in Immanuel Colledge, where notwith- 
ſtanding his pious education, and hopetal 
impreſſions, before mentioned , he fell off 
te FF ro vain companie,and loole prattices,(lee the 
n- F ſlipperin:{; of youth!) to the great grief of 
ge MW his parents, aud his own prelent guilt, and 
in F after biticrnefs in the review. There he con- 
le- Þ tinued, and comnenced Batchellor in Arts 
ht Þ before his fathers death 5 who being fick, | 
ils Bf {ent for this kis ſon to come home from Cam- | 
ng I &r:47, but he cam: fo late, that inthe after- 
he I noon,as he approzched towa:cs Dedham, he 
met the people going from his fathers Fune- 
"as Wral, which had a very decp imprefſtion upon 
id MW hin, God took hold of this occaticn more 
rt Ef effeually to awaken kis contcience, and A+ 
1d B larum him co his Guty. 
ve S Mr. Angier was kept a featon at his mo- 
n-Zthers houſe, followed his ſtuties, attende 
nd on Mr. Regers Miniſtrie 3 this Mr. 7ehn bi 
ly 3 Rogers of Dedham was a Mirrour and miracle } 
Zof zeal and fucceſs in his Miniſterial la- 
2 bours; it was wont to be laid,Come [:1's £9 


a- anda L:Qure on the Treſday, to whicit I's | 
t- | multitudes of peop'e flock's from the parts | 
ra- 4 adjacent; and his plain preaching was blefſ«d 
wlF? with a large Harveſt, however tome expre!- 
mM. F: ſions and geſtures he uſed, would now tleem 
to} indecent; yet the gravity of the manzand ge- 
Ut neral reverence people had for him, render- 
ed | B 2 T7? 
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cd them not ionly not offe;five , but ſome- 
t:,92s very <f{:ual 5 his takings hold with 
both hands at ene time of the tupporters of 
the Canopy over the Pulpit, and roaring 
hiceouſly, to repr: {cnt the torments cf the 
cCamn:d,nac an awakening force attending it. 
Mr, Th ;:s Ga9zwin, aiter Dt. Goodwin, 
vihen he wes a Fellow in Cambiidg , and an 
ci.inent Picocher, much follo! xed and ho- 
noured , occaſionally hiaring Mr, Zozers, 
fell under tuch convictions , that he after 
p:ofcfl0, tliat he lookt on himfelf neither 
as a Chriſtian,nor a Preacher: one paſſageMr. 
£noter hath oft mentioned! That vr. Ropers 
hems called to Preach a Marriage Sermon, 
{ th:ak inhſted on the Wedding Sarment; 


(331 dd lo ter in with the word, That the | 


*Aarriage-Solemnity was turned into bitter | 
1mvurning,fs that ail tne Miniſters that were | 
az thc Marziige were imployed in comfort- 
ns, OT advi ing, coniciences awakencd by | 


thar S2z7mon. Oh Bleſſed epoulils be- 


Fwixt arm } ard Sous, iuch forrow was 
Þ: tier than carnal Lavghicr, and laid a 
{11d founcation of Spiritual j 0y A Gen: 
ti-w0man that Travelled ten Miles to hear 
Plain and powerful Mr. Rogers , being in 
great trou'les of conſcience, defired tome 
conference with him: and after ſhe had re- 
[ated her condition, telling long and fad 
ttorizs of her bad heart; 1ad ſtate, Gods | 
wrath duc to her, d Ganger of Cropping into | 

He! by | 


4 
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Hel), cc. the good old man, heariag all thi:, 
at laſt ſtaried up, and fetched ivme tri: 5 
on the floor, and cried out, God be thank- 
ed, God be thanked; the Gentlewern:n 
thought tlie old man m2d, and was Grange! 
ſurprited to fee him rejovce in her lore v3; 
But he knew what he taid, and rej»veed in 
that forrow, that was the leedep! !ot of t:1 
bleſſed an harveſt; for that Gentlewony: 
proved an eminent Saint, and a lovely Co 
lort in cxile and tribulation to a very ho!4 
anc emineat Miniſter oi Cliriſt, az her on 
liter hath told me. 

Mr. «Angers manner war, nn he atten 
del Mr. Kovers Lefure , oe Sermon, 
when others Naid » Ciſcourfed , difoatchec 
bulinels, he for iis part went home to his 
chamber, meclitateCpraycd,work'd the Ser - 


# mon vpon his heart for above an hour, 


- and thercby imprinted it fo laſtingty vp - 
7 on his m.mory , that he nzver tor869: 


many paſſage 23 and} 0 tit me tie fail! 


ly got home, he was ready to tie * his din. 


ner With them. 
Helived a ttaton at Mr. Rogers toute, _ ) 


' lometimes put kim upoa praying in th 


family, which he perform. with fo muci1 


| experience, humility, and tenderneſs, that 


Mr. Rogers would oiten commend him, ar.c 


lay to lis friends, this Ar. Angier Wit = 


a Choice man in his gencrition, Another 
| ſeaſon be wis with one Mr. Witham, whoin 
P 2 , 
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| oft heard him commend as a great Scho- 
lar, and a witty man, of pregnant part, 
though not {o,ſuccel>ful in his Miniſtry, as 
2 neiy;hbeur Miniſter of far meaner abili- 
ties; one beins askt the reafon, anſwered, 
th:re was too many for God to work by; 
1 knovy fome ifay it was Mr. Hookers cx- 
pre[ſivn 0 the famous Mr. Richardſ.n on 
the ſame account; but 1 think | have heerd 
ic of the aforefaid Mr, than: : alluding 


- to Gideons firſt Army, of which God (aid, 


The People that are with thee, are too ma- 
ny for me to give the Af:dtanires into their 
hands 3 but to whomſoever it was applied, 
the fefſon 1s ul:tul, to convince us ol the 


Lords Soveraignty in owning or diſowning Þ 


perſons Miniſtryz and his Wiidom, leſt too 


Hovuld lole his Glory. 
Aftcr this, his dear Mother bzing ten- 
cr of her ſons ſpiritual good, conlulted) 


with her Chriſtian friends, how to diſpoſe! 


of him 5 (ſhe was one of a thouland for! 
grace , holinels, charity ;z one paſſage | 
thall make bo!d ro infert, which he often! 


pleaſed, if ſhe had not been called upon fork 
any work of Charity, faying, ſhe would} 
not have her hand out of a good work. 
Oh, the prayers and teazs ſhe poured outÞ 
for ail hex Children, eſpecially tor this her 
tyn, n9t only becaute he was her fir{t-born,þ 

buth 


oo, 


much ſhoula be aſcribed to man, and Ged* 


» 


. 
- 
s 
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mentioned, That ſhe would have been vil.?; 


on 


of Mr. Jobn Angicr. P 
but chiefly becauſe kc was devoted to Gols 
t, ſpecial work in the Miniſtry, and becautc of 
as Y his former backſlidings, and her j-al -uty of 
li- Þ himfor the future z upon contultation with 
d, friends,and begging of advice from God, ſh: 
y; } beingafraid to tend him again to Cambridy, 
x - reſolved to fend him to Mr. Fohn Cotton, at 
on # Boſton in Lincolnſhire, where he was 1abled; 
rd | he ſtudied, and tometimne Preached ; ther« 
ng | he contrafted an intimate friendihip with 
d,  thole three great Divines, Dr. Tuckrney, Dr. 
a Al}, and Dr. Winter, Mr. Anthony Tuck: ey 
-ir 8 was Fellow of Immannel, and to continued 
a good while, till he was ca}l:d to be Vicar 
he of Boſton ; he was a {:rious, ferled good 
ng man before he went to brſto.t, alrerwards 
00 Maſter of Immaunel, ar: aiter that of Sr. 
od 3 Johns in Cambrids, And for Mr. Thomas 
t Ai, Dr. Preſton, when Nr. Hil w3s 
-n-1 Batchelour in Arts, intending to make in 
ed} Fellow, ſent him to Mr. Corton for [1:9 | 
pe] time, ard when h: returned thence, choiz 1 
or him Fellow, detipuing his ferked fertvutncts 8; 
[| in Religion, before his El.Rionz for which M 
ent he thought Mr. Cottons family mignt b2 2 g's 
ifs likely means, and lo it proved : afterwards 
fork. Dr. Hill was Maſter of Trinity-Colleze 'N MW 
148 Cambridge, and Dr. Winter wiafter of Tr+- Gil 
rk,& nity-Colledge near Dublin in Ireland ; all "ſ 
famous Lights in the Church of G9dz Mr, "nr 
Angier ſurviving them all, || 
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And by the way it will not be thought 

mperticent to digrelle a little, in giving a 
tew hints concerning ! Mr. Cotton, that Re- 
vericn] and Worthy Man, though his life 
wis at large written by a New-England 
Miniſter, and Mr. Samnel Clark after made 
ſome Colle ions out of 1t: yet lome things 
vir. Xagter hath occaſtonally mentioned of 
him tot -meof his Brethren. Though Mr. 
Certon Was an-cxceilent Text: man, yer ne 
would never deliver his judgment Core _ 
ing theſ.nce of a Scripture, till k« had firt? 
contuited both the Original and Contcxt; 
an execlientpattern: Vir, Argeer hath lome- 
cimes related to his intimate f:icnds, that 
Mr. Cotton never went into his Study when 


cated out on any occaſion, but he b2pan tis 


$:vdies again with Prayer. 


A Reverens Miniſter faith, he Travelled | 


wich Mr. e£%;ier when it hath Rained z 


1 


imarily; and he rold him he had Travelled | 
19 XFiin vir, Cation, and he hath a ked him 
waatuiz he would make of fuch a Provi- 
= nee? he faid he took every one of thole 
grops as his Fathers Rod:;and hz Lic6 to con- 
f10er his call,and to mind his work the more: 
this tr rg; tomy thoughts, a paſſage he oft 
co!d me of tir. Regers comparing a £90d 
contiience tO a good Wiles if a man zice in 
aftorm aud be Hl v<t, he will comfort him- 


ici ,and fu V,Wicnl come home I have a £0od | 
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Wife, will make much of me, and bid me 
a (welcome home z fo a good cont.ience will 
= | make much of one ater a difficult journey, 
fe I and foul Way and Weather in a pertecuting 
1d | boyſterous World: and | was Travelling in 
de © Cheſhire with vir. Angier, where the way 
33 I was exceeding Deep and Foul ; he told me 
of | what Mr. Cotton uled ro lay in that refpe&t 
r, | concerning the {tate of good Souls ; You in 
ne I this level Countrey, faith he, 3. e. in Line 
n- Þ colaſhire,in fummer-time,when the ways atc 
rf: Fair and Dry,are apt to think and fay,Surcly 
ct; this way will never be Foul aud Dirty again) 
'c-Þ and in the Winter you think , when the 
at Þ ways are Deep and Unpaſſable, it's impol- 
en Þ lible that theſe waies ſhould be dry again, or 
13 ® duſty;juſt owhenGod ſhines on the believers 
© Soul with the Light of his countenance, he is 
2 apt to fav,My mountain ſtands /o ſtrong I ſhall 
< F never be med), but God hides his face, then 
'* hes troubled: when God is withdrawn, oh, 
:d '7 faith the Chriſtan,it wil} never be oth<rwilez 
m '? but he lives to ſee things changed, the Sun 
;i- | breaks out from under a Cloud, and the 
le | black Clouds diſperſed, and fo his ſtate com. 


n- © fortably clezred. Again Mr. Cotton ob: 
e: © terved, that God made all turns in the 
it ® world fqr comfort or corre&ion to his 


own people, modelled all things to their bl 
condition and necellities, | 


Thus 
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Thus much for the digreſſion concerningſſi 
Mr. Cotton, which is not impertinent' 
To return to Mr. Angi:r, whom wel 
Iefe at Boſton with Mr, Cotton, where 
his converfation was as became the Go. 
ſpel, onely then and afterwards he had 
many thoughts of heart concerning 
the work of converſion upon his Soul, from 
what time he muſt date it, whether before 
his falls at the Univerſity,or after : This caſe 
of conlcience h- opened to an eminent Di- 
vine (Mr. }#h:te ) with the circumſtances of 
both, reaſons and aggravations of his fins; 
yet that pious min gave him incouragement, þ 
(yet ſpoke it with ſome confidence) that 
he was perſwaded the firſt work of God} 
upon his heart at Twelve years of age, was” 
a faving-work, notwithſtanding his after * 
m ſ{carriages, and that Go4 might have gra»! 
cious ends in permitting ſuch backſlidings, |: 
for his further humiliation, and preparation |? 
for further {£rvic-, 

At this time there lived in Mr. Cotton; 
Family , a gracious young woman , called 
Ellen Winſtanly, born near Wigan in 
Lancaſhire, Niece to Mrs, Cotton; and it 
pleated God to knit this Mr, Anzzers heart 
to her, and hers to him, that withina year Þ 
after he came thither, they were Married ** 
in the Pariſh Church at Boſton, April 15th. | 
1625. and they continued there till his ſon |: 
John was born, who was baptized in the '? 

ſame 


Yo 
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ſame Church, Zune 13th. 1629. MT. Lnthony 
Tuckney being Vicar there then 3 about his 
time fevers! Miniſters and Chriſtians wen 
into Aew Engl:nd, to injoy the liberty of 
the Goſpel, Mr. Angier hac ſome though - 
of going allo, however he fiſt t+©k >» 

ney into Laneaſh:re to viſit his Wives 

tions, and take leave of them they pre 

vailed with him to preach at Bolton; R. M. 
one of Ringley Chappel, hearing kim,obrain- 
ed a promile tocome to Ringley on a week- 
day, and Preach with Mr. Mather then art 
Toxtoth-Park, Ch:ppel; ard preparing to 
go into New England, Mir. Mather begun, 
Mr. Angier was to ſucceed; but it being a 


2 hot Summer-day, and an excceding throng, 


Mr. Angier was overcome with heat, and 
twoone0, Not being able to proceed, but 
was cut off about tne middle of his Sermen 
from ſpeaking. Mr. Mather went up, con- 
tinued the exercile; that evening many of 
the Chappelrie followed Mr. eA-gier to 
Ellis Walyorths houſe, in Ringly-foid, and 
moved him to be Miniiter at &:ngl:y; he de- 
ferred his anſwer until 2-day fennight 
after, at which time he was to preach at the 
LeQture at Belton, many of the Chappelrie 
th:n heard him, and after the Lefture, at 
one Widow Rothwels, preſcnted to him a 
paper,wherein were the Names of the heads 
of the Chappelrie,that had votes in publ ck 


concerns; he asked, whether the Names - 
oy 
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all were in that paper 3 they told him the 
names of all that had votes; but if he pleal. 
ed all the reſt would readily be had 3 After 
Mr. eAnpiers return to Boſton, a Letter 
was {:ntto him with the names of all the 
Families, Maſters, and others, and a Letter 
was returned from Mr, Angter to the Chap. 
pelrie, That if they would fetch him and 
his Family, he might be theirs; whereupon 
in the begining of September 1630, wo 
gF004d men vere lent with Horſes, and furni- 
tore, Fobn Jackſon, and Francis Critchly, 
who & ayer] feveral days at Boſton ; 5 Mr. Cor. 
ton judged the call to be clear, Mr. Ang:er 
was well ſatisfied; the two faithful meſſengers 
brouzht Mr. Angter , his Wile , his Son, 
his Maid, to Rt; weley, to the great joy of 


thoſe that feared God in the place, The | 
Tc xt he preached on was Philem. 22. But | 


withall prepare me alſoa Lodging, for I truſt 


— - 
- 4 


that thr 'ongh y-ur prayer I ſhall be given unto F 


you. Some time they were put to {ojourn in 


another Family, till a fitting houſe was | 


made ready; his f[ezttlement was 1n Rengly- 
Fold in an ordinary houle, with which he 
was well content ; when people came to 
Repetition in his little houle, and wanted 
room, and feats, hetaid, Better want room 
than good company; people were kind, and 
every way heipful, and the word of God 
did mightily ſucceed, and proſper cxceed- 


ingly 


- a” s 


5 remarkable workiro 
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ingly, much peoplewas added to the Lord, 


now Ri»gley chad her day y a converfior- 
day tonot a few, an enlivening-Jay to many 
of Gods children, that flocked rhither like 
Doves to the windews, fo that all the 
Chriſtians that were capable and wiling to 
attend private davs and dutics of preyer, 
cou:d ng: mect 1n one place, two places vere 
oft appointed for thir work, as ſome yer 
living tcſtiſy 5 this was a time of Gods fig- 


-nal appearance , the Lord caſting many 


Souls into the }Mou's of the Golpcl, and a 
good imprefiion remains to this very dav, 
though many of tat old fiamp are faln a- 
1zep:1ome can tell oblervatle tories of Gods 

3 CR acarts, Which :t 


preſent Iwave, 


Rerial 


Fa. 


As for his inveſtiture in his Mir 


{ office, he had Epiſcopal ordination, Mr. Cer- 
' ton having intereſt in Lewis Bayly, a Biſhop 


in Wales (that put forth the Practice of Pie 
ty) he writ to him, with Mr. Anzzer,and he 
did ordain him without fubfcrption; yer Mr. 
Angier kept a Non-conformiſt to the Cere- 
monies, ard therefore had fome adverſaries, 
for Dr. Bridzman Bp. of (hbeſter lived at 
Great-Leaver at that time, to whom were 
brought various and grievous complaints a- 
gainlt Mr. Angier for not confoming; the 
Bp. ſent for him, expoſtulated with him, 
being 
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being a kind of affront to preach ſo nearhim,F' 
(it being but about rwo Miles diſtant ) ad-Ff' 
moniſhed him,exhorted him te conform; hf 
ſent for him many times, yer ufually gave 
him very good words,and profeiſed his great} 
reſpe& to him. God ordered it to by hisF* 
providenc?,that the Bps. Wife being a graci-F' 
ous Woman, was at that time much afflicted 
in conſcience, and Mr, Angier by Gods 
bicfſing was aninſtrument of much good to 
her, by his counſcls and prayers, which 
became a furtherance of his liberty; for the #- 
Biſhop would ufually ſay, Mr. Angier, you & 
muſt tee my Wife before you go, and ſhe in- 
terceded for himz yet notwichftanding the 
Biſhop could not be quiet, but {ame or other |/* 
ſollicited vehemently againſtMr. Arngier,inſo- 
much as he was ſupt:nded twice in one year; 3! 
but r- ſtored by the mediation of his friends; * 
at laſt the Biſhop faid , Mr. Angzer , I have |" 
a good will to indulge you, but cannot, for Pl 
my Lords Grace of Canterbury, (z. e. Arch- |! 
biſhop Lard ) hath r:buked me for permits | 
ting two Non-Conformiſts, the one within | 


a Mile on one hand (that was good Mr. 
Horrocks at Dean-Church ) another on the 
other, your ſelf; and 1 amlikely to come in- 
to disfavour onthis behalf; as for Mr. Hor- 
rocks, {aith he, my hands are bound, Ican- 
not mecdle with himz/*cis thought he meant 
by reaſon of ſome promiſes to his Wife ) but | 
as for you,Mr. Angzer,you are a young man, 
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nd coubtleſ:; may get arcther place, and if 
'0u were any wherc at a little further Ci- 
tance, I could better look off you, for | do 
tudy to do you a kindneſs, but cannot as 
ong as you are thus near me, Cc. fomefjudg- 
d that one reaton wa-,the Biſhops lons were 
pt this time on the riſing gr ound; and this his 
onnivence might crets his deſign in their 
preferment : he did tuſperd Mr Anpier, 
ho continued a ſeaſon under that tuipen- 
10n;z however he had been ordained, Zune 
28. 1629. and a Provincial Licenſe was ob- 
tained for him, at a provincial Viſitationat 
L Mancheſter , Oftobor 23. 1630. He conti- 


» Pnued , though not witbout tome interrup- 


ition, about a year and an half at Kingley 


. {Chappely for he was ſuſpended in tart 
=rime. 


! One particular I ſhall make bold toinſert 


ve [of the grace of God accompanying Mr. 
or ÞeAngiers Miniſtry while he was at AR pngley, 
1. ' it is this, One Richard Hardman of Ratclij/- 
it. | bridg. having rece;ved good by Mr. Angier's 


In 


T. 
he 


Miniſtry , a Sifter of his living near to 
Houghton Chappel in Dean Pariſh,came with 
| her Husband to his houſe at Ratcl:ff- Bridg, 
on the Saturday Evening, the Night before 
- that which is called Midlent Sunday, to be 
| merry at the Wakes, for that day Ratcliff- 
* Wakes ( which is a mad revelling or feaſt- 
; ing)began, and continued moft of the Week 


following ; But God had turned the byes 
: 0 
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of Richard Hardmans ticart another way, 
and he piainly told his Siſter and ker Hut: 
banc, they ſhould have been more welcom 
at another time, but fince they were then 
come, they mult nor exp:& his accompany- 
ing them, bnt rather defired them to go a- 
long with him to Rexgley , and after Family- 
duty he went into a private place to pray, 
where he found fo much of Gods prelence 
and help in a fpecial manner for his Silter, 
that he was fatisfied that God would Co her 
good : they both went with him to Ringley 
to hear Mr. Angier, wiicre God did lay 
hold on her heart; by a ſound convition and 
deep humiliation, formerly ſhe was wont to 
{coft at Religion, riow ſhe ſet upon the 


{erious praftice thereof, fo far as could F 
be juiged , and her Husband was much | 


reſtrained, and both of them as they 
went home on the Monday, heard Mr 
Angier at the Le&ture at Kolton, ſhe be- 
ing tocverpreſſed in Spirit, could not for- 
bear bt went to Mr. Angier at Widow 
Norris's houſe, and had tome talk with 
him; ſhe tuck Recifaſt in Religion to her 
dying day : But I ſhall rorbear relating 
any more particulars, 


As tor his remove from Rsngley to Der- | 


ton, it was thuz: hz continued ſuſpended 


at Rinoley tear half a year, and there | 


was no hopes of his reſtoration to his 
former literty there: and at this time Dex- 
fon 


\ 
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t'n-Chappel in /anchefter- pariſh was va- 
cant, Mr. broxhel;z being baniſhed tlicrice 
#If> by a ſuſpenſion, the People 1cexing tor 
a Gocly Miniſter, ſeveral were propolcd, 
M-. Hyde of Norbury and Mr. Hyde of 
Denton had pitched on Mr. Henry Root, by t 
Mr. Holland of Denton contented not, hs 
told them of a little man at Angley, on: 
'Mr. Angier ,, ard faith he, | hear much 
good of kim; if you will give hima call, 

you ſhall have my acart and hand. Accore- 
ingly they icnt to him, he came and preached 
at Dento;,, they oencrally :pproved of him, 
chole him,he came thither in the ye: r 16 z2. 

Preached his ficit Sermon on Eaſfter- Sunday; 


' when Mr. Holland, and Mr Hide of Nor- 


IEEE 
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, * en help to better 


| bury, and M.. Hide of D nton bruugat nim 


thither, he taid by Guds grece he would 
take care of his work, bur wouid look to 


' them under God for Maintenance: there he 


continued to his dying Cay, rotwithit.,. ding 
all the publick anu pertenal viclitudes, 


* by which he met with varions interrvp- 


tions, which was 45 years 4 mont!;s. 
His remove to a greatcr diſtznce cid 
nut ferve him, but even at Denton 
» he found adverſarics , and withail he 


. - found God his Fried there, who railed 1p 


2 for him many friends; hear himſelf rclar- 


- ing how the Lord Gealt w:th him, in his 


Epiſtle Dedicatory befor his byok, cail<d 
hearts for oetter times, 
Printed 
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Pinted Anno Dom. 1647. "Thus he faith, 
*Tho in Nige or Ten years at Denton-Chap- 
el, Ipceached not above rwo ſeparated 
*yea's (19 my betit remembrance) withont 
Gnterruption : and in that time was twice 
©xcommunicated , tho Sabbath-aſſemblics 
«were {ointimes diſtraedly and lorrowſul- 
ly broken vp, and my departure from habi» 


'Etation and pcople often forced,no means left 


*in ſight of return, yet through the fervent 
*praycrs of the Church, God renewcd liber- 


"TY. 


It was mutttered that Mr, eAngier had 
an hand in a certain Book, that rcfleRed up- 


on the Biſhop,upon which he was much haz- Þ 


zirded, being in danger of being brought in- 
to the High Commiſſion Court. I find that 


the Book was found in Stockport , iraport- 
ing ſome :efl:Rions upon the Arch-Biſhops | 
Speech in Star-Chambe-z and though Mr. 
Angier was {ulpeted of it,yet he profeſſeth F 
his innocency in his Diary. But Purſe- | 


vants came to ap2rehend him, and this trou- 


ble occaſioned h:m to {ell the Land at Ded- F 
ban which his Father !«ft him,worth 40l. a Þ 


year, turning it into Money, as being lefſe 
viſible, and {o lefſe ſubje& to danger : God 
hid his perſon, as he did Feremiah , and 
Barnk : fome Lords-days hz hath preach'd 
in his Houſe, becauſe he could not fafe- 


ly 
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ly goj unto the Chappel 3 ſemetime he 
travelled into Eſſex, abode there with his 
friends till the ſtorm was blowa over. R. R, 
a good ſtout man once riding with him near 
to Huntington, they were in danger of rob- 
bing, but he taking a Piſtol into his hand, 
gave Mr, Angier the Caſe, and God muved 
the Thieves to withdraw from them : He 
once met a Purſevant on Delamere Forreit, 
Mr, Angier knew the Purlevant at a 
great Ciltance, and his Wife was much a. 
traid, but the Purſevant paſſcd by and dit- 
covered him not: there was alto one Starkey, 
an agent of theSpiritual- Court at Cheſter,ad- 
{ verlary ro Mr. Argier,who frequently came, 
$ and puniſhed him, whom God rock. Mr, 
Holland Traveiled to York for him once, if 
not oftener ; where he had an 014 Fricnd in 
* great office, who told him he would do any 
# any thing for him he deſired: Mr. eAngier 


'F told meas he wes once going to Tok to get 


© off his ſuſpenſion, or excommunication, 
” | providence caft him at Wakefield on the 
' | Lords day, hearing Mr. Leſter, Vicar there, 
| liked his Preaching exceeding well , and 
| perceiving that the Lords-Supper was to be 
adminiſtred that dav in the Church, Mr, 
Angier ſtayed, joyned with the Aſſembly. 
had bis liberty of gcſture, found the Lord 
graciouſly preſent with him in the ordinances 


of that day;having got a good repaſi,he wen 
C 2 On 
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on in his prruty , profpered in his tuſinels: 
he often e:iquird aire; Me . Liſter, ro whom 
hz bore a £:cat refpet, and wmdeed he had 
Ca. holick Principles, : ind loved [ Aliquid 
Coarifts] any thing of Carilt, waerever he 
Saw 1, and conmtuu d this good old Purican 

{pirit t9 his dying ay, Mr. Liter, though 
his Senior fucceeced him, being $0 ycars of 

£80, had been Vicar of W ake fie -ld $9. Yea.s$z 

was burycd there, 74. 17, 1578, 


When theſe torms were hlowa over, and 
New conſvſions arolc in the Kingdom, ot Ci- 
vil difſentions and open Wars, he kept in his 
w ork and ſtation; and tno he :dhz red to the 
Parliaments par! vet his affeRionate prayers 
for th: King, tcmp:rate {pirity and con- 
tinuins faichtul to his principles, procured 
him good will 6; ea his greatcft 2d veriaries, 
he maintaining a good cory ſpendence with 
a! toher per{ons 61 different perfuaſions in 
pPoltichs and i:Caiefiaftiks.initances whereof 
| could give, and tcfiimoriai's concerning 
hin, of ks inciicnfive behucicur, even from 
fuch as worn diitcred from him; but | 
fo.brar, his own works juſt:iy tim belore 
TRIM 

About this tig:e his {ff Wite Cyed, Dec. 
Id. Arto Dom 164%. tly after ſhe had 
born him a Nvoorer; ſhe 1:d heen exceed: 
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with her,thcugh he Was a { eracious wom rs 
yet being of a melancholy conſtitution,Satan 
t90K great mals ia caſting his ti-ry 
Carts into fuch combuſtible matter, which 
occaſioned much atfflif&tion both to ke: felf 
and her husb:nd, thous h !:1e hore 15 with uns 
varallel'd wifdom and parience ; ſhe Givi in 
the beginning of t':c Wars,niving intirnation 
to her hu-band who it was the oefired migitt 
luccced her, which in convenient time he 
complyed with, end alout a year af er Cid 
mariy her, it was Mrs. Margaret Aloſeley 
of An:ct;,2 very prud.nt, gracious, G:ntle- 
woman ; they were m2rri-d very pub!ictc- 
Ivin Mancheſter Church in the heat of che 
Wars; which was much t:ken notice of as a 
orcat a of faith in them b th, Mr. Hor- 
rocks and Vir. R ot picaching the marriage 
S. rmons, providence direQing their thoughts 
to pitch both on one Text; which was Ger, 

. 18 7 will make bim +1 help mcet for him : 
deth prefeging whar indced the proved, an 
excellent tuitable Wife to him, a rend:r mo-+ 
ther to his three (C hildren, and an ul- {ul 
moth.r in Iſra't,, for thorgh God denyey 
ner a fruitful Womb, yer lie was ve ery fruir- 
ful in good Works, of excellent parts, ac 
wc<il-ordered aftivity, of a publick {picit, of 
rare accompliſhments tor picty » Charity, 
lobriery ; whom he injpye . witn abutny 
mutual content above 30 Fears: ſhe Civd 
of a Tympany, ans was buricd in Derton 

»t Chop, 
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Chavpel, Offob, 31, 1675. after whoſe death 
he hved mournfully, till God tranfl ited tim 
to hcr. 

Nor w2s this ſeſemnity in his Mariage, 
ary ſcuirof vaia glory or oftentation, bur 
vpon corlileration it was his ſettled judg- 
ment and advice, that Martiage ſhould be 
publickly folmenized, yea his apprehenſion 
was tnata regular approach ſhould be rade 
ro Marriage,by mutual contra; this rule he 
foilowed when his Daughter Elizab:th was 
to be Married to a York /1ire Miniſter; they 
were contraQed in the cloſe of a ſolemn day 
of faſting and prayer, in tis Study, by wir. 
N :thaniel Rithband, who Cid excellently 
Gilcourie on that ſubje&t, from Jar. 1. 18, 
Wh.n as kis Mother Mary was eſpouſed to 
Foſeph. And about a month after that,they 
were ſolemnly Married before a nume- 
r0u5 Congregation in the Chappel.Mr. Har- 
1502 preaching on Eph. 5. 31. (And they 
two fhall be ore fleſh): and thcn feaſted 
above an Hundres pertons of ſeveral Ranks, 
Apes, a:d Sexes; he uſually faid, he lov: d 
to have a Marriage like a Marriage; he was 
far irom voluptuouſnels or predigality. and 
therefore took carc to prevent ſinful excets, 
or vanity, and with all ſhewed a meet <&<- 
Nance from mercicnets or ſordid baſenels: 
grounding his apprehenſions on our Savi- 
©1:7 14v0U1i2g and honouring with his pre- 
icncc, yea and miracle for liberal proviſt- 
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on, that Marriage in (ana of Galilee, Fohn 
2. Its true Mr. Angier himiclf could not 
be preſent at that his daughters Marriage, 
being indiſpoſed by a Goutiſh humour in 
his foot, that he was not able to ſtir our 
of his Chamber, end that raiſed in him a 
holy meCiration which he hath left upon 
reccord in his Diary. The Lord ſtay.d my 
heart with Febn 2. Chriſt was at the /Mar- 
riaze, yet there was a dete&t in comfort, there 
wanted Wine, which our Lord made advan- 
tape of to his own Glory, and the help of 
the faith of his Diſciples. He faith further,the 
week after.my Duughter was ill, fo that God 
began with them betimes, to take off their 
hearts fromearchly things. 

He ftayed in that little Chappel at Denton 


in thoſe free tim:s wherein he had opportuni. 


ty, and ſome calls ty greater places for get- 


"F ting worldly perferment, but that was not 


muchconſiderable in his account, Some of his 
brethren can yet refify how much he was 
courted to greater and more publick places; 
but his frequent refuſal! was an inſtance of 
his great lfelf-denia! ; ſew men in his cir+ 
cumſtances did top the mouths of malignant 
cenſurers in that caſe, fo as he did; and old 
ir. Langley of Middle-Wych in Cheſhire, who 
being Miniſter there before the Wars (tho 


| 7 years together filenced » yet when he was 


reſtored to his liberty, r<turned to them) 
a great place , but of vcry pitiful mainte- 
C 4 nance; 
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nance,aad coutinued there to his dying day. 
Ard :: was ovlerved, beiore one of the 
Þ thups of Cheſter, mice th! D:privation of 
IMiinifters by the AR of Umfo: mity, that 
it w.: a nal favour to Mr. Angier, 
(527 he (hold be permitted to live with that 
p. vie BN, 25 a reward for his tarrying 
£3 WActk ur might have ren oved ro 
eater aCvantage : and indeed all his 
actin's fp: K: very much {:If. denial. how 
much £0,ldly walth might he have hoarded 
vp if he had takcn what was offred him, 
ard retained what he had ? take an inſtance 
or two, Mr. L {ent a manand horſes for 
hin b<{o:;c the Wars, into Craver, ;0 cr 40 
mil.s, to bapt'z: 15 child 3 Mr. Angier 
vant, preach'd in Gisbora Church, (which 
tome rememb?r to this Cay, by lome obler- 
vahle tok rs thatT have heard cf) and God 
Cid mrvellouſly work upon his Wives heart 
by the.t Sermon y when he returned, Mr. L. 
pave im five bread pieces of Gold into his 
and, airing him ro accept thera 5, bat ne 
&nly tock 00,17. gave him four! ack again: 
@ 1o8hon gs n with a broad piece, he 
ablolutcly denyed It »D<ggingan eXcule with 
Favucia mocy v Anuther time preaching 1 
ttvic it Braunree, a Gientleman came 39 
1m 4 (ranger, deliring hias to accept of a 
204, 2cice 6: Gold, which he thanked him 
\ur, out reſulted, ButTI forbear more in 


About 
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About this time, the good people of 
R nzley, beftirred themſelves to obtain Mr. 
Angier again to be their Miniſter, bzcaule he 
was firſt theirs, and fercibly driven t;cm 
them they thought i key had the hiſt right 
to him, thercfore they writ a large 2nd 
pathetical Letter to Mr. Anger, which I have 
by me, begging of him to return, addrefl: 
ing themſclves to Dexter p.ople, with lov- 
ing terms perſuacing. them to releaſe him, 
if it were but one year, to lettie things a- 
mongſt them: and again »ituRionatly urging 
Miniſters that were calcd on to give theic 
advice to order him that way. The Letter 1s 
full of Chriſtian howels,and deferves record- 
ing, to manifeſt the endearcd love of a peo- 
ple to their qu/1dam Paltor, and their kigh 
| reſpect; to him, Take a few expreſſions, 


Reverend and much Honoured Sir, 

E who/e Names are here und. r writ- 

ten,being few in number,and long an4 
wot 4 little afflicted in condi:10n, of tht un- 
worthy Congregation to whom God firſb lexe 
you (in this County) having for a long tine 
lyen under the jad ence of the heavieſt afſiift+- 
on that this life can bar, (viz.) nt the bare 
fear but the plain fee.ing of the Almiglties diſ- 
pleaſure, and het indignation gore out a- 
fainſt us, to the throwir's down of that hen - 
jul bezinning of bis houſe, which we ther bt 
Le would have builded ts into, wheinas be was 
pica!ec 
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pieaſed to cauſe his Glory to ſhine in our pub. 
lick and private aſſemblies, and for a ſhort 
time to ſet up his ſtandard in our houſe of 
Worſhip ;, giving my of us, (and others a+ 
bout rs) our firſt effectual call, and coming 
near to all his People,laying great reſtraint up- 
on thoſe without : but Oh, b:w ſoon began our 


bl ch night, (nay age) to approach our loving Þ 
Father (by our Enemits hand)teared you away | 


from us, tarned his back, or hid his face from 
#5, and hath in anger, by his all-diſpoſing Pro- 


vidence thus ſpoken , and been ſpeakiug to Þ 


this fad place|this 20 years, and upward, Let 


very few or none more of this People be con. F 


v-rted; let this People have lutle of my pre- 
ſ-nce intheir houſe of publickmeeting, let none 


of my Embaſſidowrs be ſet over them for their P 
profit; let them be decreaſed by death, by | 
fſchiſms, an1 by ſcandals ;, yea, let their pub- | 


lick 4 ſſemblzes be broken up, and let help and 
healing be looked for in vain, let them lyok for 
light, but behold ebſcurity, for brightneſs but 
walk in darkneſs, For theſe things, Reverend 
Sir, we do mourn, and our hearts are troubled, 
and to whom ( under God) ſhall we lay open 
err ſal affliciians, thereby to get eaſe, but to 
your ſelf, whem it pleaſed God once t1 
make bis bleſſed inſtrument for planting and 
watering ſo many Souls amongſt us : we have 
bad experience of your love tous, for which 
wz deſire ro be thankful, and do bleſs God, and 
do thrrefore make bold to acquaint you with our 


breken þ 
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broken condition, intreating your interceſſion 
for us; and,if it were the good will of the Lord, 
your return to us, with the conjent of your 
people, without offence, thou, hit ceuld be but 
a ſhort ſpace, &c. And thus they go on, 
imploring it with great importunity , for the 
Churches ſake, and the Lord; ſake, though but 
for one year. 


To this are 24 hands ſubſcribed 5 but 
the People of Denton having poſicſſion, 
would by no means yeild; and Miniſters 


| gave in their judgment, upon due conſidera- 


| 


F< 
: 


: 


| tion of circumſtances, that for the publick 


good of the Church, Mr. «Angier ſhould 
continue at Denton, in which he was willing 
tO acquieſce, 

As to Mr, eAngiers judgmeat in Eccle- 
ſtaſtical affairs, in tree times, as he had not 
turned aſide to conformity, on one hand, fo 
now he ſtuck faſt and firm to found and Ca. 
tholick Frinciples, not turning aſide to ary 
ways of ſinful ſeparation, though lome of 
his intimate friends forſook him,and fome of 
his brethren cenſured him for too Jarge 
Principles and praftices in Church-admi- 
niſtration : yetas he had a tender reſpec to 
congregational brethren; ſo they had (at 
leaſt many of them) a great reverence for 
him 3 he was a principal member of that 
Reverend Claſſe, (or Aſſociation of Mini- 
ters) at Manchrſter, and was of great aC- 
COUnt 
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count and uſe among them; ſuch was their 
eiteem of him,that they would ſcarce do any 
taing of importance without him, he of- 
tentimes prehfded as Chair-Man, or Mode» 
rator, ſrequently attended the provincial 
Aſicinhly at Preſton, had ruling-elders in 
his own Congregation, but loved not divid. 
13 principles, or ditinguiſhing Names, or 
Lozaly dorincering by any Arbitrary 1m * 
poſitions: 1 have oftco heard him fay, that 
na little time, who ever lived, ſhould {ce 
guci of the Government of Chriſt ſhould 
be car-id cn inparticular Churches amongſt 
themic. ves, 
- He wasof a Sweet, MoZJerate, Healing 
Spirit, both at home and abroad; yet ve- 
ry faithful and plain dealing , whereby 
ſome were at preſent offended, an4 poſſibly 
{ome of his principles or a& ags ſuited not 
{ome perſons principles or humoursz yet e- 
ven thole entertained what he ipake with 
high vencration;z and if at any time thev 
broke out into paſſions, or unruly animoſi- 
tics,his love and lenity,his mild carriage and 
cempaitionate Spirit, did to mollify and 
(uzitty their Spirits in time, that they were 
enher overcome tO a coinpliance, or won 
co endeared apprehenfions of his candor 
and ingenuity : fo that 1 have often thought 
6f that paiſzce of Aelchior Adam one 
of the German D.vines, as applicable to 
Mir. Lngicr; it was Schwebellius, that had 
much 
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much to do with Anabaptiſts, and Swinck- 
teldians, [| Quormm impetus manſuctudine ſre- 
git,patientia vicit Glenitate in ordinern corp | 
thu-tais good Mr. 4rgir hath by mildincts 
broke, by patience conquered, and lenity 
1educed to g9ud order ſuch as ethers riSour 
2ni leverity hath cxaſpcrated to irreconci- 
lav'e diſtances; but ordinari iy an hea og 
ve; ture followed iis gentle liand. 

And for his j10'g! nent an praftice in pub. 
lick and politick ali.irs, he was lxcd 19 045 
apprehenitons jor Manarcay, and wes not 
wheeled abcut with the chanoe ©f times; he 
was one of thoſe that hore is Teſtimony 
with the Reſt of his Brethren, apain't rhar 
unparalletd murder of Ki ng(b, aries the firſt, 
and the Ufurpations attending it 3 hereful- 
ed to take up the ingagement,tho tuhis great 
prejuGice, for hetoid a godly Miniſter thi: 
he loſt 200, by his retafal of it. Hzd uri 
not give God thanks for the Armies ſucce! 
againſt the Lnyal Scors ; he poured cur 
many hearty prayers and tcars for his prefenr 
Majeſty, afferted bis right tro the Crowa :n 
the face of apparent danger; joyned with his 
Brethren in that {olid pica for the Non-{ib- 
{cribers to the Engagement , Wiich vas (to 
be true and faithful to the Commonwealth 
of England, as it is now Eſtabliſtt without 
King or Hovle of Lords) tor which they 
were threatened and endangered, till God 
broke that ſnare ; fome troubles both Mr. 
Anor 
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eAn:ier and fome Miniſters and Gentlemen 
went through, for owning his Majeſtics in- 
tereſt, they were carried Pritoners to Lever 
pool, and from thence removed to Ormskir} 
becaule of the Plague; they had indeed the 
liberty of their friends viſiting them, and 
free intercourle; they ſpent rauch time in 
prayer, and thus ſtrengthened one anothe:s 
hands in God, and left a good favour be- 


hind them, the remembrance whereof con- | 


tinues to this day. 

At this time was the conception, and af 
terwards the birth of that excellent Trea- 
tile of Mr. Edward Gee*s,then Parſon of Ec- 
cleſlon {and priſoner with them) about 
prayer, the occaſion whereof was this: 
Amongſt the reſt of the debates managed 


by thete holy men, this was one great caſc| 


of Conſcience, wherein they defired fatisfac- 
tion, viz. Whether God may hide him: 
felf from his peoples prayers, grounded 
upon his promiſe, and feem by his provi: 
dences to anſwer the prayers which are con- 
trary thereto? whether this can be paralleld 
with any examp'es? in what fence God may 
do this? what may be the realon thereof? 
what uſe may be made of Gods proceeding 
herein? This multifarious queſtion being 
the proper ſubj:& of that day, and not fatis- 
ſying themſelves in their prelent diſcourſes, 
they judged it fit to refer it to a fuller dif- 
cuſſion by ſome able pen, and pitched "os 
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Mr. Gee, who undertook it, ard writ an 
excellent treatiſe, which is cXtant, and of 
great ule at this Cay. 

Other cales ot Conſcience did occur in 
that day, wherein Mr. Ang:ers advice was 
Celired; one was, Whether Juſtices of Peace 
or other Officers might rake commiſſions 
from, and :& under thoſe Uturped powers ? 
Mr. Angier thought they might, bringing 


; | inftances of Civil Officers ating in theic 


ſatiors the ſix years oi Athalsab's ulurpati- 
on: there 15a full treatite in writing upon 
this ſubje: many ſuch caſes were propound- 
ed to him, and folidly refolved; end indeed 
he was eſteemed by good men, the living 
Oracie of his time, as Mr. Hilderſham be- 
fore him, and by ſome ill-willed perſons he 
was called the Idol ot Lancaſhire, becauſe 


.| of the great value molt mcn tet upon him - 


but more of this fubje& ſhall be fubjoyned 
in the cloſe,of his ſacutly in reſclving weigh- 
ty caſes of Conlcience. 

He wes not a man for Military Exerci- 
ſes, yet his counſels and prayers had in- 
fluence on weighty affairs, and this was the 
ſphere he moved in, not thruſting his Sickle 
into anothers Harveſt, but declaring his 
judgment as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, when 
| conlulted with : he could not but enquire 
how it went with the Church of God at 


. 


! þ home and abroad, that he might accordingly 


order his prayers; and for this reaſon its 
| laid 
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laid revercad Mir. Hooker of New England 
was a great 1nquirer after News, and he 
ſaid he G14 it u726n the fame account 5 and 
thus did toly Nebemiah make inquiry, not 
out of Atnenian Curiolity, bur Chriſtian 
coatcientioutnz!s, to ſympath z2 with the 
Church of Goc; be had no hand in publick 
revolutivns, h:nc: it was thathe 1njoyed fo 
much peace, arid that all parties had an high 


eſteem of him; in the Lord Delameres Þ 


appearance for his Mjcſtics Intereſt , Mr, 


Annier (taycd at home, though his heart F 


and p:ayers were that way; yet he forefaw 
the event, an in that God graciouſly heard 
his prayers for preventing the effuſion of 
blood, and bringing in the King in 1o re- 
markable a man:er the year fullowing, for 
which Mr. Anpier kept folemn days of 
thanl.fulnels, though he alfo predifted an 
approac-ing ſtorm on many of rhe Miniſters 
of Chriſt,that could not run the fame length 
that others compiyea with; and at an ex- 
ercile at Fecles he gave remarkable hints of 
what was coming on, from Exod 14. 12. 
in a full aſſembly cf feveral forts of hearers, 


but fo wiſely,that the moſt malicious Momn: Þ 


cou!d not tak advantage from his Sermon; 


and indeed h2 mighr be atlowed to ſpeak | 
what others cou'd not, his integrity and | 
loyalty, his uprightnels and peacebleneſs | *x 


being deeply engraven in the Conſciences 
cf all that knew kin!, and his name being 
precious 


5 
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precious to all that heard of him 3 when the 
AR of Uniformity came out, he preached 
very plainly on Eſther 4. 1. It was very 
admirable ro oblerve what pat and proper 
Scriptures he chole, pertinent to publick or 
perſonal cccalions, and how ſweetly and 
lutably he zccommocated his matter there- 
t0- 

His moſt natural Gewins led him to be a 
| Son of Contolation : he had a peculiar gift 
| in opening the ſweet promites of the Gel 
| pel, and pouring oil into wounded confcien- 
ces, incouriging d1ooping Spirits, anſwer. 
| ing {ad 0b5jzxtions to abundant latisfaQionz 
yet he could (and ſometimes 1c) 2 the 
part of a Boanerges, to thunder out the 
meriaces of the Liw againſt ſecure and ſtur- 
| dy Sinners and the Lord blefſed his Mi- 
 niftry both ways, for levelling high Moun- 
tains, and lifting up Vall-y-Souls. He 
was an «excel ent Text-man,a ſolid Expoſitor, 
h.s way was, comparing one Scripture with 
| another , wherein he had a fi gular art, 
ſhew.ng the mann {cope of the Holy Ghoſt 
therein, railing pertinent dorins therefrom; 
| though he had conſulted with Expoſitors 
(of which hc bac ere of -koice ones) yet 
* he made no oftentation of his acquaintance 
' with them by numerous quotations, but 
| extrafted the marrow out of them, and 


pircht upon what femed to him moſt pro- 


per. 
D He 
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He did not concern himſelf with contro- 
verſies in the Pulpic, but preached the 
moſt plain, praftical, c-perimrcntal trutis, 
and ofcenincalcated the Ef:ntials of Religi- 
on, & 1! teaching the people knowledg, 1» 
{omuch as the Chriſtians rh2t were bred un- 
der his Minitty were folid , fubitantial, 


know-ngs and peaccble profeſſors, te y warp- | 


ing off to the errors of the tims ;, and if 
h: had eccaſian to dal with thz p-tulant 
S:epticks or D>gmatiz is of this age, he 
rather 1:11 down poſitive truths, and folid- 
ly confirmed tiem. tan follow th: wild 
vagaries of Erratick Spirits, by Cifproving 
the; judging with Zxinglins, | Verrs antel- 
let:s, falſa etiam haut dijjiculter aonoſcun- 
ter]; whea truth is diſcovered, errour is 
derc&:d; and is ether acknowledged, or 


falls of it ſelf. But indeed he loved notÞ 


diſputes, nor Cid his ſtud:eis or genius carry 
him out to controverſtes,exczpt Gods glory, 
and the n:ceſlary defence of truth requir- 
ed it, and then allo he managed things 9 
calmly, f:irly, tha: he won adverſaries, and 
won credit to his canle ; Diſſentions were 
his burden, unity his delight, and God gave 
him his defire, for the Diviſions of Reuben 
be: had (ad thmrhts of heirt 5, and for dil- 
putes am7ng D:vines, was ready to breathe 
our with honeſt Summerh 1d, that fad word 


| quis me tand m liberahit ab its rixoſa The: 
0/0.44] who at length will (et me free from 
thig 


Nt | 
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this brawling kind of Theolugy? For Mr. 
Angier \till expreſſed a lad regret upon ſuch 
unwelcome occaſions of di{fuce and conten- 
tion, his uſual expreſſion being, This is 
tedious work, and goes cen wear:ly, 

'Tis true he was a great ptace-maker in 
{acrec or civil broiles : if any of his neigh- 


* bours had quarrels with one another, the 


matter was brought before him, aid his wite 
dome found cut lome expecient to reconcile 
them, and his grave exiortations uſually 
prevailed for accommodation; if not,he laid 
itdeepiy to heart, and i.1il mace it the mat- 
ter of his prayer; but God ordinarily blef- 
{-d him with fuccels, and gave him the blef- 
ling pronounced to prace- makers » to be 
called one of the Children of God ; in ſome 


cales of difference, | have known him ſaid 


one that had rea!on to know it,and is faithful 
in the relation) give Money out of his 
Purle , to co:r.poie ſome quarrels: and 
tho thoſe Cays were meP? grizvous to him, 
yet when his fucceſſe ar{wered his defigns, 
the iſſue and the rcview were {weet to his 
ſpirit, and he Cid not repent his weary la- 
bours. 

Mr. Angier did not offer to the Lord 
that which coſt him nothing he ingaged his 
whole mas, 1h that which he went ab ut, not 
Going the work of the Lord negligently: he 
took great pains in ud ying his S.rmons,and 
they wee rlaborate, full fraught with Spt- 
D a £21524 
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ritual marrow, very exaft, no waſte words 
or repetitions, but went on !moothly , per- 
tinently, fcatentiouſly , though he Rudied 
matter rather than words, and never ulecd 
notes in i} his life, but took pains to commit 
h:s S:rwon to mimory, which he | ad be- 
fore Giligently penned; h- Rood not to [0k 
proofs, but repzated ihe words of the Scrip 
Wes hc Quoted exattly, yet memoriter, 10 
improving tiem to the prefcnt occaltun, 
holding up his hands all the time of his Sct. 
Mt 1pcaing with an even, audiole voice, 
w:th mel: ardency and intention bath of 
Sp:!1ir anc; *peech ; his Sermons were not 
101: nor full of heads, but well compacted 
and methodical (which is an hcIp ro meno» 
ry) and unde: thole few particulars he had 
pertinent and plain inlargements; he preach- 
ec longer in his younger days, and in his 
old age about an hour, ſcarce any more or 
leſs, and it exceedingly {pent him, uſually 
{weating at his coming out of rhe Pul. 
pit 5 warming a Scarlet- Cloth, and laying 
it on his Bieaſt, for he was very ſubjc& to 
catch cold after preachingzand | have heard 
him ſpeak of old Mr. Rogers, that in his 
younger days when he came out of the 
Pulpir, one muſt have ſtayed him, to have 
dilcourted with him, then another, in the 
open a'r, when the pores are open; but he 
found fcnlible prejudice by it, and learned 
to take more care of himſcif, for people 
Gi not conſider it, It 


— 
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It was littel les than a Miracle that a man 
of ſucha weak conſtitution as Mr. Angier 
was, could bear up fo long under ſuch day= 
ly and indefatigable labours, his conftant 
preaching, twice every Lords day, moſt part 
of his time, travelling and preaching mary 


| Exerciſes abroad on Week-days, his month- . 


ly attendance in the Claſſical Presbytery, 
frequent travels to the Provincial Aſſembly, 
conſtant afſifting ia the Ordination of Mt- 
niſters, oblerving many private fafts a- 
mongſt his own Feople , and abroad ; yea 
extraordinary faſts in publick, efpectally the 
monchly taſts kept for /rel/a#d,at that time, 
he ordinarily kept the faſt himielf, wherein 
he ſpent fix or ſeven h-urs in wreſtling 
with God in prayer, or preaching the word; 
he was wonderfully enlarged, and had a 
great meaſure of the Spirit poured upon 
him, as to the afſiſtauce of his Spirit, 
and his body was iwuch ſupported, for he 
ſaid private fafts ſpent his natural ftrength 
more than-his ſab»>ach-days work, for he ſtill 
kep: the poſture of kneeling; and 01d affeRtio- 
nately joyn with others that were ex-rciled; 
for he put others on to prayer, and him{:it 
cioled up the day with a ſhort but warm 
melting prayer, being ſhoct cowards the 
latre: end of his days, 
His obferving faſts with his peopie was 
an evidence that his delight was in that 
kind of work ; for he kaih oft faid, that 
D 3; ore 
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one great thing that tyed and indeared 
him to that poor peopic, was, that when- 
ever they hed occeſton, they appointed a 
faſt, and did joyn together in prayer, and 
aliv in praiſe; and he had a particular ho. 
nour to his worthy friend, Col. Richard 
Holland, or. trat very account , that ſtil] 
(he {aid when he had been in troubles, he 
Gid conitantly c:il good people to pray to 
God with him, 

He was fo ccnl ant in Miniſterial work, 
and Giligent in his Rucies and preaching to 
his own people, that though Mr. Harriſon 
of Aſlton (his intimate and intire friend ) 
and he, livcd near together for twenty years, 
yet never Cid they cxchznvge places tor one 
day in that time to eaſe themfelves 3 Mr, 
Herle told him he had a weak body, yet a 
Verice Giafs well look'd to, would lait 


confiderablc time : and notwithſtanding his 
excciſive Izbours, Gcd maintained in him af 


conſiderab'e meature of health, poſſibly more 
than he enjoyed in his younger years; and 
next to Divine Providence, much may be 
aſcribed to his icvere teinperance, obler- 
vance of diet, compotledneis of mind, and 


care of hizfelt, a:cording to his experiments], 


of what he had found helpful or hurtful to 
him: and thcugh he was of a far weaker 
conſtitution than Mr. Harriſon, and Elcer 
by ſeveral years , yet furvived him+ to 
whom he kari tomctimes aid, Mr. Z7arri/on, 

you 
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you think you can do any thing, but your 
body will fail you, and indeed it did, for 
tho that lzarned, gracious, zzalous man of 
God had ave: y tirong, healthful, robuſt by- 
dy; yet by his exceſſive Studies, and al- 
{iduous labours, and watchings, and fitting 
{o clut2 without fire in cold Winter-Nights, 
that his nerves were 1{o contracted, and his 
body fo weakened, that ſome years betore he 
Ci:d he couls not tir Hand nor Foot, yer 
was h.arty,and would ofcen fay,it I were in 
the Pulpir | ſhou'd be well, Bur to return 
to Mr Angier, he was a man much in pray- 
er, and miphry, it may be faid of him as of 
David; ial, 119. 164. That he pr-yed or 
| praiſed Gou ſevn times in a day : at leaſt 
wice, | thiak thrice) with his Witc, twice 
alone, and twice with his Family ; 1n his 
| Farnily- work he was very profitable, every 
| one got a verſe or more out of the Chapter 
'read at prayers; he gathered tome ulctul 
intruRions, ſhort, but ſubſtantial, and ac- 
commocated to the condit.on of the Fa- 
mily; Eight of the Clock in the Morning, 
ard betw:xt five and fix at Night before 
Supper, were the ordinat y featons for Fa- 
, mily worſhip, b-ginning with a Plalm, by 
wiich the Family had notice to come to- 
gether: his conſtant courſe was to have a 
Chapter read after Dinner, and Supoer, 
before they role from the Tadl-, and be- 


fore thanks was returned ; and he taid, he 
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took up that uſage of having a Chapter read 
at Vieals from Mr Rogers of D.dbam;, wor- 
thy Mr. Samuet Hilderſham had conſtantly 
two ſtaves ot a Pialm flung after Meals, fo 
had the firſt Chriſtian Emperor (on ſtare 
tine the Great, as Euſeb us tells us, and I 
have known ſuine ule it, 


And as Mr. Angier was much in prayer, 
ſo i e was mighty 1n praver, fervent as wcll 
as frequent, he wept and made fupplication, 


Facob-like, yea he was an [ſrachte; aÞ 


Þ:1nce with God, ke was by tome called 
Weeping eAngrer; tor as he feldome role 
off his knees without Tears, 1o fome have 
obſerved, Tears at ſome teatons trickle dovin 


1+ his Band, in great abundance : Mr, | 


Tſaac «Ambroſe , his Diary Printed with 
his Medza, faith, that upon a ſolemn day 
of faſting and prayer in Mancheſter 
Church, Mr. e. concluding, his prayer 
was ſo working, that I bclieve it meited 
all hearts; and for my own, faith he, it 
plealed the Lord fo to (often and to b: eak 
it, that fo far as Iremember,it was never in 
luch a melting frame in any publick ordi- 
nance before; and as it workt on mens hezris, 
{oir was prevalent and reachr Gods heart, 
as the event did demonſtrate ; thus the in- 
wrought Prayer, [Jinors © 6:41] of a 
righteous man availeth much: certainly 
Mr: Anzicr had many remarkable returrs 

of 


| 


; 
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of prayer; whereof it may be forotn.g 
{hall be addcd out of his own papers here- 
after; ſo great was the «ſt: m of him gene: 
rally,that he was frequently fent for to pray 
with forme Mclzncholly pert ns, and ſme 
poſſeſſed, us was luppeſed,,nd ſometimes the y 
brought fuch pertons to him from far, aud 
God was pl-eled in tome Ce1cs to hear prav- 
ers; bur ſome particulars much tal.ed of, 
I dare not relate what | have heard , exc: pt 
I had clear and undoubr.d trſtimony 6: the 
truth thereo!, 


And as he was inſtant and prev»lent in $9x;ouſ- 
prayer, fo he was«xc licnt ar d adunGant 1.1 70s 272 
praiſes, he exceeved others 10 tupplics;ions, thankfit- 
and himftclt in thankigiwingz frequent E. 9% 
jaculations and expie{hons ot Gods grace 
ard Mercy, were in his mind and mouth ; 
they that converled with him frequently 
hard ( Deo gratsas) thanks be to God, from 
him. £Lut as he took more occaſions than 
meny ethers of keeping Cays of thank!- 
riving. fo God gave him ſtil] mcre occaſions 
of tharkiulnels; and its uſual for God to 
fur new torgs of prait- into thankful per- 
lons NMcuths, it was his fre quent obſer vati- 
on, that when a day of thankſuineſs was 
appointed, God lent in fome treth macter to 
increale joy imihe Lord; and toretimes the 
11? rvering providence merited fuch a day 
as Much as the former: ſo wilicorh God 
take 
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takean aſpect towards that lovely duty,that 
he incourageth to it S&nd ch how in- 
larged was ; he in choſe Days and Duties ! 
he t:emed to be tr:n{ported into Excaſies 
of Acdmiration : yea he feemed to be <&le- 
vat £ above the Earth, amongſt the Cale: 
ſt12! Innabitants 3 his heart and mouth 
wer: inlargeo to anni igh ſtrain, in rehearl- 
ing the lo! 1p kin:ineis of the Lord ; he 


EXPariitee to cially upon Sp:ritual m: ries, 
to the FN i{h-n-1e of thoſe that joyned 
with 51. + of, 5 D wids holy Rhap» 
lody, 2 Sam. -. 17 as 'O0. Wro am I, © 


Lord God? and whiot:: my b1gte, trat thou 
haſt brousht me hithert - i; Jnpocy have done 
ones hz4rt good ro hear i114 an hour yon 
ther, reckoning up the mercies of God, 
Infancy Childhood, Youth, riper fi: 
in all Ettares, Relations, Concitions , At- 
flitions; and then magnifying the free grace 
of God, in giving hs Son for us, his Sir t 
to us, promiles, priviledges, Goſpcl-ordi- 
nances, Cc. and then the great kinGnets of 
God to his particular congregation , in 
publick !:verty, for which he kept many 
days of ih nkfgiving, and for national mer- 
Ciesz Yea there was not any of his Relati- 
ons, Or i" his Conpregation, under any At- 
fli&tior, Ten pration, but as he prayed for 
them, to lie gave Gecd thanks for their deli- 
verance : he knit his Breaſt to every ones 
heart and calls he mourned with tluch as 
mourned, 
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mourned, rcj»yced with {uch as rejcyced, 
God had given him a fympativzirg hearr,he 
might lay, Who is Weak, and I am not 
weak? 

But eſpecially he was deeply concerned 
for the Church of God both at home and 
abroad ; he gave God no relt, but wa: the 
Lords Gayly remembrar.cer, ſiancuig be. 
twixt th: living and the dcaÞ), in the breach 
that ſin h:d made, to hol of wia:h. He 
had great 7tercRt at the Tarone 07 Grace, 
and notably rwproved it, By a believing 
prayer, aid tiling his ivouth with Argue 
ments : he hid 34 and wil for his works 
often was he inthe vount, and converied 
with GoC as a Mui with ts Friend ; he had 
an excelient Art in huvwble expoſtulation 
with God : fureiy the Cnurch-mititant par- 
ted witi a Friend when he was tranſlated to 


| Glory , it appearcd in the congregation, 


that God had fect him over, what weight he 
bore Up, by the dreadivi conte quences at - 
tending his dzath g for thereby the people 
lok their priviledgesz for trom the day of 
his Funeral to this dav, never did Non- 
Contormitt preaci in iis Pulpit, fo that 
It appears for wv. hole take the liberty was 
maintained ; Dezton hath found the (mart, 
Its wel: if England fect not tue fatal fruits 
of the remove! of ſuch Fillarzz AMetnuſa- 
l.m dvd that year the deluge overf{pread 
the World - Z d 2 the Fait- 
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dals immeriately after Anguſtines death 
there: Heecleberg raken after Farens's death : 
Luther dyed a iitcle before the Wars in Ger- 
many Lor1 prevent temporal evils threat- 
nes, that the prediQiva may not be accom: 
piſhed, that the rightevus Is taken away 
from tae evil rocome - this Worthy, fallen 
in 1ſfrael, tpeaks heavy things to Eng- 
land. 


Earneſinſs Mr. Angier was very ſolemn and grave 


(an prayer. 


iN all hi; adurcfſes to God, or in his deliver- 
ing meſſages from God: it was his uſual 
manncr, before he ſpoke a word 1n prayer, 
to pauſe a conſiderable while, loox1ng up- 
wards, compoſed his thoughts, poſi-tling 
his heart with awful apprehenſioos of the 
Divine Majeſty, and by mental ejaculations 
imploring Gods quickning preſence ; and 
a*tcra ſeaſon he arrived gradually to a 
great degree of zeal and warath in prayer, 
agonizing in the duty with {weat and rears, 
which rendered his ſpeaking , at ſome 
ſeaſons both painful and difficult 3 yet was 
he not only made up of zeal and affetion, 
?-ut had proper and pertin:nt matter, exact 
method, and apt exprefſi2ns: Mr Harr:ſon 
v'as wont to call kin a ponderous man, for 
every word had its weight and emphaſis; he 
had no waſte words cither in prayer or 
rcaching, but as his aff.Rions were Boil- 


vg, 


in 


of Mr. John Angier. 47 


ing, (o kis Words were few and well weigh. 
ed, 


He did not uſe to be lorg in prayer, ex- 
cept upon extraordiaary occaſons, and 
then not tedious, becaule variety of matter 
and patheticalaefs in the manner. ren:leced 
his prayers acceptable to the joyners; he 
propounded this Queſtion, Whethe- the {1i- 
rit of God did ordinarily diate matter of 
praycr? he did conceive it might , from Row, 
$ 25. the ſpirit helpeth , for we know not 
what we ſhould pray for. Yet he was far 
from Enthaſiaſm ;, nor was he altogether 
againſt forms of prayer, nor joyning in 
publick with che Liturgy, though he judged 
that inconvenient modes of worſhip auſt be 
our aitlition, but may not be our lin, when 
we are not in a Capacity t0 remedy; nor 
did he think that meer preſence doth 
ſignify conſent or approbation of every 
thing we hear. As for the Lords 
praver , his judgment was , that it 
was delivered ch:efly by our Saviour 
as a paitzrn or p'attorm of prayer , to 
which, ( as to (ſeveral heads ) ail our 
prayers muſt be referred. 


He ſeldom inſiſted long upon a Text (cx- þ,,,... 
cept whcn he took a Scripture hefore h1m) gc 7 
becauſe (as he uſed zotfay) a Miniſter ay Preaching, 


have frequent occaſion in the courſe of his 
Minift. y 
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Miniſtry, to return again to the ſame 
ſubj-&, therefore he needs not to ſay all 
that can bz: faid upon it at once, but 
extract the marrow of the Text, and pick 
out what at preſent he judgeth proper 
to the principal occaſion for which he choſe 
it, and Crive that Naile home: yea tho 
a Miniſter ſhould fay all that he can find 
out upon ſuch a Text or SubjeR, yet he will 
be torced to leave ſame gleanings that he 
may return again to gather up, and thoſe 
as pertinent and uſeful, as he preſſcd, as at 
his 61ſt Viatage-reaping : fo true is that of 
Tertullzan, 1 adore the tulnets of the Scrip- 
tures. He had a notable obl-rvation from 
Heb. 11. 32. For the time wonl1 fail me to 
tell of Gideon ; hence he oblerved, "That 
a Miniſter muft have reſpet, not only 
towh-:t he is to {ay, but to the time he is 
ro {peak or write it in ; all things cannot be 
ſpoken at one time , Chrift taught as peo- 
ple were able to hear; people, yea the beſt 
people have but a meaſure of atren- 
tion , memory or affection; good old 
Mr. Horrocks was wont to fay, I would 
rather leave my hearers longing than loa- 
thing. 
And as Mr. Lngier conſtantly preached, 
{o he carefully Catzchized the youth of his 
Congregation, according to the Aſſemblies 
Shorter Catechiſm, and explained it, opep- 
ing the principles of Religion ina plain and 
familiar 
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ſamiliar way ; ſometimes taking an account 
1 [of their proficiency - and if he heard of 
the breakir®$s cur of fin in ry of his 
& fbearers, he faithfully admoniſhed them 
privately, and lomeriunes publick:\ , lame- 
timies lending for the pertons, anc pleaning 
» [ith them, with much gravity, humility, 
2 fand Bowels:.f compaſſion. O cinarity when 
4 | ffrangers came to {cttle uncer his Miniſtry, 
he tent for them,dilcourted with them,coun- 
. | felled, inſtrued, exhorted theinz thus he 
, | cealt with new Married Perſons, and 
e {indeed God brought ſeveral from 0- 
ther places to tix themfclvcs under his 
Minifry for the benefit of the Ocdinan- 
Ces. 


His uſual faying was, If God will help Mrs ſo! 
me to take care of my duty, | will leave denial 7: 
him to take care of my comfort : his main 79%: 
deſign was to brins Glory to God in the 
converſion of finners, end <cdification of 
Saints : the attaining of theſe ends was his 
reward; whc«n any tent him tokens of their 
reſpes ; he lookt at God init, and was 
more plad of i', asa ſign of their profici - 
ency. than a means of his inriching h m- 
felf. So Paul, Phil, 4. 17. Not becauſe I 
deſire a gift, but I deſire fruit that may a 
bound to your accrunt; tus it is fag of 
Bacholſer. (Gratiar MIHNETHM, Guam WI « 
nera, & Theologie jrudtum quan fortwna 
malnt, 
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maluit, he rather choſe, and accepted better 
a kincnels in the giving, than the greatnels 
of the giit ; being bctter pleated with the 
fruit vf his Miniſtry , than meerly thcir 
bounty. 


5y9 


Mr. eAnzer was much converſant 
in the holy »crpitures, th:'y were dayly 
his delight, a:d he had an excellent 
art in chuſing and adapting fh: Texts to 
Divine Frovidenc-s, that the Word m.ght 
be acomment on th: work of God : leldom 
did any remarkable P:ov:dence, or {dden 
accident fall out, but he either made it the 
main {ubjz oi his diſcourſe, or particulaly 
2pplycd tom- thing hc had in hand thereto: 
he had a fingula skill in preaching Funeral 
Sermons, to that to he rarely made Hilto. 
rical r<fl.&10ns on the dead, yer intelligent 
hearers might gather pertinent inſtruRions 
or admonitions from his dofrina] con. 
cluſions, and cloſe apptications naturally re- 
{ulring therefrom , hc behaved himtelf with 
much reverence in Gods publick ordinances; 
minding duely what was in hand; he con. 
ſtanily writ Sermon+,when others preached, 
for example to others, to prevent diverſions, 
and for his own edification ; he was fo tull 
of candor and ingenuity that tho mens 


gifts were weak, yet if they were honeſt, 
he would commend them; never did any 


hear him deſpiſe or diſparage others, but = 
e 
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he much delired to have young Miniſters 
preach with him; lo if they miſled in it, he 
would plainly and privately tell them of 
their ſlips, or incourage ſuch as did 
weil; what he ſpake was from his hearts 
what others {pake, he would make a can- 
did conſtruction thereof, if it would admit 
it ; whenthe Miniſter that preached for h:m 
came out of the Pulpir, he uſually m:t him 
with this Salutation, | thanks be to God, or 
bleſſed be the Lord] never recurning thanks 
to the Miniſter , (fo far as | knew ) 
but to God for his help to the Mini- 
ſter, 


He was very excellent and exemplary in His Exim- 
his adminiſtration of the Lords ſupper both P/r7ſs in 
as to Mcthod, Matter,and manner, that or- ©4"ini{tr- 
dinance was celebrat:d every month, and he —_— 
had many hundreds of communicants, efpe- ,,,. : 
cially in thele late times, good People from 
al! adjacent parts and Counties came flock» 
ing thither, and there were feaſted and re- 
ſreſhed. 1 have known many ſtrangers come 
ten, yea ſome twenty miles, yea {ome thirty 
miles to attend on the ordinances at Denon, 
|{o that there was often more conmunicants 
than could fet on feats in the Chappel, and 
officers went amongſt thcm to fee if there 
was no intruders; for either they were 
known by face to th:m, or- had teſti- 
monials from approved Miniſters, or emi- 
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rent Chriſtians : his exaftneis, gravity, 
and inlargedneſs, was fuch, that the firſt rime 
[ partaxed there, a worthy Gentlcman bad 
me obſerve him diligently, faying he is the 
exaReſt rnan in Lancaſhire in this work; and 
I rhovght young Miniters might take no- 
tic: of him as a pattern worthy imitation : 
21d oh, how many Souls have been quickned, 
comforted, and nourifhed in that ordinance, 
in that place! what gracious words pro- 
cecded out of his Mouth, and what gracious 
impreſſions have been made on commuicant; 
carts! 


He was very diligent and painful in hi; 
private Studies, and was much pleated w:th 
his Ciol: t-retirements : 1ts true he was not 
able to read much in his clder days, but he 
had variety of imployment,fometime: Read- 
ing, ſometimes Praying, MeCitating, Wri- 
ting; he Writ many choice and excellent 
Letters; pithy, pertinent, profitable, upon 
ſeveral occaſions, {ome whereof he copied 
out, were they colle&ed into one intire piect 
they would be of excellent ufe: he ofte 
complained of his memory, ſaying he had 
memory for nothing but to remember hi 
own Sermons : but indeed his memery wz 
not to be ſlighted, however his ſolid judg 
ment,clear underſtanding in divine myſteri 
and gracious experienced heart,ſhined fort 
in all he did, helped his invention, and con 

tinu 
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tinual excerciſe did corroborate his memory, 
and ſtrong afictions elp: cially carried him 
though all; for a SanRify.cd heart hath 
nevera bad memory, 

He was of a Savoury, holy, heavenly frame _ 
of Spirite to eye God, in all, and to improve #5 exa2 
all occurrences for ſpiritual advantege : the ©7914" 
Ike inſtance of an «xa&t converlation hath 5 
{.ldome bzen found; 1 wis orce riding a- 
lorg with him, and a Minter of my ac- 
quatutance wh m I met, a*kt me who be 
was, being paſſed by, | tol1 him; he ſaid, 
if there be an Anoel on Horleback, that's 
he . and a fervant,thatlived with him many 
years, and knew his manner of litr, attelts, 
that he walked as near therule of the wory, 
and pattern of our Saviour, as is pulſible for 
a man to attain to on this fide Glory, ex- 
celling in every Grace, exemplary in every 
good work, elevated above the ordinary 
rank of Chriſtians , as it was faid of Bu- 
c<:lzer, as to lyclinets, (Vida tn eo ommia }4cich, 


fuerunt , wivida vox, vitiis o-ult, vivide 44, yit 


manus, geftur omnes Viviats,) voice, eyes, Buchol. pe 
hnds, geſture, all iull of liveliuels and viva- 556. 

city: thus this man of God, Mr. Anger, 

did a above his trength and years in Gods 

work and worſhip,and was to full of warmih 

and t{pirit ſulnels, that it plainly appeared 

he was ated and arinatcd with a Spirit be- 

yund his own, for God was with him, and 

he was Much with Gud, 
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; Hisaffabi» He was affable to all, amiable in converſe 
| lity, lenity- with his intimate friends, open-heartcd in 
1''H ditcovering himfelf, without ſubtil r: lzrves, 
or p-rviihnels of Spirit: he was to far as any 

could diicern, [| £9,ynT05 4; «x ov65] without 

anger, or cholcr; how be it his natural con- 

8 {titution betng ſanguinz,mighc 11cline him to 
| paſhon, yet the large meaſure of Grace 


y wherewita God had endowed him, and 
Ny continual Miortification, had fo tugared and 
| if ienifyed his ditpoſttion, that to all that con- 
FF" verter with himhe ſeemed to be compound 
if c2 of love and {weetuefs, 

|4* 


'Þ Als grivi® But w:thal he was a perſon of great gra- 
# JL v:iy, his mildnets did not degenerate into 
N-4; forcinels or levity, n-r his gravity into mo- 
rofen {:, or auſtrrity, but a kindly mixture 
'u% of mildacts, Majcity, and attraQtive ſweet- 
| nets, put (uch an awful reverence into his 
countenance, as vid at once daunt impudent 
[:') p. otanen {>, and animate religious modeſty; 
| i none were fo eudacious as to be found in any 
'F unkandſom att before him whoſe very looks 
'N. rave check to debaucheries, and none that 
1x11 knew him were afraid to open their Soul- 
'Y'5 cales to him, finding him io tender and con- 
i | deſcending to them upon all occaſions: indeed 
Wi he was fruitful in holy diſcourſe to all; upon 
a queſtion or caſe of conlcience he had the 
1 {aculty toinlarge luitab y and edifyingly,to 
jy the {atisfaRion of the prepounder, if com» 
h pany 


— 
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pany had been filent; himſclf uſually pro- 
pounded a profitable queſtion, or a proof of 
lome principle of religion, or the meaning 
of {ſome Scripture, as mater oi ditcou: le tor 
mutual edificationz ſometimes in trav<iling 
with a Miniſter (as one tcitihes ) he would 
call on him (when the road was iree) '0 re- 


peat the Heads of the Sexmon ite Preached 
or heard laſt, 


He wasexceeding liberal to the Poor, both Z7is 1ibers- 
in giving, forgiving and free lending; it was 3 19 ite 


ſtrange to oblerve how much he gave our 
of ſolittle; he had alibcral hand and an o - 
pen heart, he deviſed liberal things, mak- 
ing frequent colle&ions in publick, improv- 
ing his intereſt for the indigent , or in pub- 
lick affairs: his left hand knew not what his 
rizht hand did : one inſtance take, when the 
Colle&ion was made for Northamptor, 167 5. 
he was then indiſpoſed, and went not out of 
fourteen weeks,or thereaouts,and the:efore 
deſired his kinſman to preach on 2 Cor. 5, 
7. which he did,preparing the People in the 
morning,'or the ColleQien in the alternoon; 
at which, becauſc he could not be prelentyhe 
lent his charity by his ſervant, which was 
not inconſiderable, but afterwards gave pri- 
vatcly three time- 2s much as he: ad done 
in publick by his ſervant: yea in cales of 
Colle&ions, he would oft put en both his 
Chil dren and ſervants to give; yea ke {ent 
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70 poor Widows, Orphans, others, con- 
fi :crable \um;, with a charge not to teii 
fron whence it cam? : hs had not ebove 
201. a year fron his hearers; and though 
he nad an eſtate of his own, yet all things 
conſidered, it may fee next to a miracle 
that he ſhoull fo abundantly lay our, and 
poſt ts any thing, when his layings in were 
{0 imall; bur Gud mide good that promiſe, 
There 1s that ſcattere b, and yet trcreaſeth ; 
The ligera! (cl ſhall Le mad: fat: and he 
that watereth, ſhall be watersd a'ſo himſelf, 
Fro. 31, 24, 25. 


He was alfo very free in lending, an 
as free 1n forgiving, and pefſing by unkind- 
neſſes : one inſtance particulariy was this, 
When a Neighbour , {an indifferent Hu!- 
bind for worlil7 matters) had borrowed 
Money of him, and broken his word, not 
raying it in m. ny Mont3s after prom:1- 
of payment, inſt: ad of paying the old debr, 
he comes to beg a new favour, to borrow 
more Money, which Mr. An2zer lent him, 
and being ask-d why he would lend money 
ro a man {o diſhoneſt and unfaithful, re 
plyed, that he didit to make a Knave an 
honeſt man. 
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of his faith, not ſo much of natural magna- 
nimity. When the A of Unitor mity toCk 
place, and Miniſters generally concluded to 
give over, he kept his reſolution to go 0N 11: 
his work, yet not cenfuring them that de- 
liſted, for he plainly faw all Miniſters were 
not under the ſame circumſtances z; he did 
continue in his publick ſtation without conl1- 
derable interruption, 1» that Ciicriminating 
providerce madelittle Denton a Goſhen, and 
kept their fleece wet whcn others were dry 
in moſt places; it was a little ſzrQuary to 
many, and Gods ways were 11 it of provi- 
dence and influence: its true , Warrants 
were now and then iſſued out, to apprehend 
Mr. Angter,but the worſt men had no heart 
to medcle with him; ſometimes they tearchr, 
but profeſt they would not fee him for z2n 
hundred pound : ſome of the Biſhops oi 
Cheſter would irq :ire of his fon, how doth 
the good old man Mr. Angier ? moſt of the 
Juſtices had a great retpect for him, ſome 
werenearly related to his Wile, her elceſt 
Brother chiefly, Mr. Moſeiy of Arcels,whole 
Mother and another Siftcr did {ojourn many 
years with Mr. Angier; he thought alto that 
his confinement at home, travelling and 
preaching little or not at all abroad, was a 
ſurtherance of his liberty, they laid he is an 
old man and cannot live lng, let him alone 
while he lives, 
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His exit. He was exceeding exact and punctual in 
weſt every 3ll he did, if in worldly matters, Bargains, 
Writings, Bonde, Sealings, yea the {mallcſ 
concernments wherein there was any Canger 
of litigious fui;ts , or controverſies, tho it 
was berwixt neareſt relations, he cauſed 
things to befirm y done, and ſafely kept, 
which in after times proved of great utc; 
for hz {aid , it doth no hurr to have things 
done ſurely; and it may do good;for no bot y 
knows into whoſe hands ſuch things way fall, 
for men are mortal; he carefully laid up 
Acquittances, Receits, or any writings of 
Agreements, which have put things into 
readinels (ince his death : he was allo exaQ 
in his apparel, ever neat, tho never {plendid; 
handſom,not gawdy : if he ſaw any faceing 
or finery in others apparel, he would ay, | 
keep my Sttin in wy Pocket; he ufed to 
wear a Malter of Arts Gown, both Loyrds- 
days, and Week-Gays, at home; he loved 
to (ee perſons neat, and would ſay, one may 
be cleanly in Rags : he ſhimed tome out of 
their ſlovenlineſs with friendly rebukes. 


W242), 


Given t1 He was given to hoſpitality, a Biſhop in- 


Hvſpitality, Geed, a Garus, that freely entertained Guds 
Servants, Minifters and Chriſtians, fo that 
he tcemcd to be an hoſt to the Church, it 
is incredible to relate what varicty of 
ſtrangers and friends cam? Weekly, a'moſt 
daily to his houſe, and were hand tomly 

| treated, 
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treated, tho not with varicties, yet with 
ſufficieny 3 he had a ſtanding Table of 
whollom freſh mrat. Noon and Night, 
Upon Lords-days his Table always was well 
furriſh'd with gueſts, ( beſid:s abundance 
that hac broth, &c.) fo that Mrs Hide of 
Norbury, (a religious Gentlewoman, and a 
Cear friend of hi-) would have laid to him, 
Mr. cAngiey, Iam ready to think God 
works miracles at your Table , in multiply- 
ing your proviſions; for faid ſhe, if I 
ſhould fect hali as many people to more 
meat than you have,thcy wou'd cat it all up, 
but there?s ſtore taken off your iable; And 
himfclf hath oft 1aid, that there's a blcſhng 
attendeth houle keeping, as if the {upplics 
tnercof were unaccompt-ble, A worthy 
Miniſter heard him once {ay. tha: he knew 
by experience, that little or much, it was 
all one, he had as much in his purſe , when 
he had not half tv much Means, as ke had 
then when he ſpoke it; 2s 1:ches increaſe, [o 
they increaſe that eat. 


His government and orer of his Family 74 or4ey 
was admirable and imitabie , I may truly of bis 
ſay unparailePd. His Farvily was as a well Camily. 
Ci ciphic'd Army, where «l} knew their pro- 
per ſtations, and 0:4 careiuily atrend their 
poſt, yea a well inftrutrd Academy, and 
an organized Chu:ch; it was uivally ru- 

IEercus and repui;rs for a coilfiderabls 
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{eafon he hd ſeveral young Scholars Tabled 
with him, that were ſent to him for educa- 
tion unde: his irſpetion, and God did bleſs 
his example, inftrotions and prayers for 
the good of ſome yet living : ſome that 
were capable he put upon preaching one part 
of the day; feveral afhiſtants he had tuccel- 
ſively,and gave them moſt of the incourage. 
ment they had. When he was grown into 
years, and rot fit to preach twice a day, 
his Brothers Son was with him Eleven years 
before his Death, and was a great comfort 
to him, 


Lords day was thus fpent z after private 


Lords-day devotions in their clolets, in the Family,near 


w4' ſpent. 


Eight-a Clock a Chapter was read, a Pſalm 
ſang, then he went to prayer; and about 
Nine a Clock they went to the Chappecl, 
which was but a few ſteps from his door, 
according to his wiſh and ulual ſaying, 
the Prieſts went about the Temple ;, and at 
Noon, immediatly after Dinner , ore re. 
peats the Forenoons Sermon in his houſe,at 
the ſame time another was repeating in the 
Chapp?l to many people that ſtayed there, 
ſinging Pſalms both before aud after ; this 
continued till Publick ordinances begun; and 
at their return home ſhortly aiter, Mr. 
eAngier lung a Plalm and went to prayer, 
then to Supoer, and a little feafon after 


Supper, a Plalm was fung, en1 one gepeat- 
Ch 
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ed the Afternoon Sermon, and another 


Pſalm being ſung, all was finiſhed with a 
ſhort prayer, and fo the Family was diſ- 
miſſed ro their apartments. And ſo for the 
reſt of the Week, ſervants fo ord:red their 
affairs 3s to be preſent at family-prayerz on 
MonQ2y Nights the Forenoon Sermon of the 
preceding Lords-day, and Saturday Nights 
the Afternons Sermon was reppeated ordi- 
nariiy 12 the Family; on Friday Nights they 
{a:d their Catcchilſms, tome in the Aſſemblies 
ſhorter, others in the larger Catechiſm ; 
{ome allo repeating the proofs me- 
moriter : he gave order that they ſhould 
Ciſpatch their worldly occaſions the Jait day 
of tne Week, that they might prepare for 
the: Lords-day approaching, which they did, 
and were ouiwardly contormable, for he 
would tyffer no dilordcrs in his Family, yea 

moit of his Family proved truely gracious; 
they were ordinarily loving and affeicnate 
to one another, and lived many years in 

oreat peace, unity and order; the whole 

number was often f{ixteen, cr at leſt Four- 

teen, feldome under Twelve, tho he had bur 

one Danghter with him for leveral years be- 

fore he died : his carriage was fwect and 

obliging to all, vea to the meantft in the 

Famiiv, and h: bzhaved himfclf with fuch 

an awful yer lovely deportmen', that many 

have been ready to {peak of him and hs 

Family-concerns , with the like words as 

Lv 
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the Queen of Sheba, accounting them happy 
that conv:rſed with ſnch an holy man of God; 
and tho they had heayd of his way, yet rhe 
one half was net tcld them, 


Mr. «Angier had many worthy Friends, 
of good rank, and great piety, who bore 
a very great re{pe&t to him ; and as David 
Choſe ſuch as feared God for his Companions, 
lodid this holy man take his delight in the 
Saints , as moſt excellent upon earth: holy 
Mr. Henry Aſbhurſt ſometimes viſited him 
at his hovic, and was viſited by him. Mr, 
Crew of Uthinton in Cheſhire was his dear 
and intimate Friend, and had an entire love 
for him,as the Writer hereof can teſtify,for 
being at his houſe at U:kinton, and Mr. 
Crew (hewing him and his Wife ſome hand- 
tome pifures, hanging in a Chamber, ( in 
which he much delighted) amongſt the reſt, 
ſhewed them the Piure of Dr. Wilkins, 
who (ſaith he) is to be our Biſhop of Che- 
fter;, but (faid he ) Mr. Angier is my Biſhop: 
and ] have heard that vr. Crew off tolicited 
Mr. eAngier to fit while his Fiftu-e was 
Erawn, and he would be at the charge of it, 
but he put it off, ſaying a Miniſters Piture 
muſt be in the hearts and lives of his people: 
fo far was he from pride, or vain-glory, tliat 
he never had his P:Aure drawn, tho doubt- 
leſs it would have been a lovely piece, if to 
the Life, for he was an cxceeding comely 
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perſonage, tho }w inftature, yet of 2 clear 
comeplexion, red and white, of a chearful 
countenance,and very graceful ; of a vene- 
rable aſpe&, and plcatant : but he judged 
the bleſſ;d fruits of a Miniſters labours 
are more elegible than the moſt lively effigies 
of their vaniſhing carcaſſes ingraven in du- 
rable Brals or Marble. 


part of his reward. He {ometimes rclated 
old Mr. Dods interpretation of the labourers 
in the Vineyard, Mat. 20 which he faid 
were Miniſters; ſome indent with our Lord 
for their penny, s e. preferment, good par- 
lonages, abundant maintenance, ho:0u:s, 
and to live bravely in the world, God gives 
them theſe things, they are at pr-lent well 
pleafed therewith, and this is al} that God 
cdeligns for them, they have their bargain, 
it was all they askt y and our bountiful be- 
nefator is not behind-hand with them, they 
have no realon to grumble at his kindnets 
tothe other, who made no ſuch bargain 
with him, but thought themſelves obliged 
to him for thcir work, and taid, Lord if 
thou wi't account me faithful, and put me in+ 
to the Miniſtry, and own me with the ſuc- 
cels of my labours, | will refer to thee thz 
buſineſs of maintenancez! hope thou wir not 
futtcr 


His heart was much ſet upon the good geeking 
of ſouls, and therein God bleſſed him with good of 
abundant ſuccels; and this was a conſiderable Sout;. 


His deſire 
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{uffor me to want neceſſaries,and if thou doll, 
tho | be perſecuted, inpritoned, irapover- 
.thed, and be put to beg my breed, yet if 
riou Wilt glority thy telf thereby, and e- 
dity thy Church by my outward ruins, 1 
have enough 3 ſuch felt-denying Miniſters 
ſhall have pretent lupplies, and a better Pen- 
ny, good things in this lite, and eternal 
happinels in the other ; fo the laſt ſhall be 
firſt in dignity, glory, and abundant reward, 
and he gives them more than thy asKec; and 
th: firſt thall be laft, thoſe mercenary tpirits 
muſt be pur off with the poor pit:ance of 
the world that undertook the Miniſtry as a 
trade to get a livelihood : rhis Expoſition 
Mr. Anger mentioned as very {avoury and 
ſignificant, not determining whether it was 
the proper mcaning of the Scripture. 


He much deſired the propagation of Re. 
ligion, and for that end the education of 
young men for the Miniftry ; he had but 
one Son and fonr Grandlons, who were all 
trained up for Gods immcdiate ſervice, ſome 
of them by his coft, and others upon his 
countel ; and he followed them all with his 
inceſſant prayers; ard thus indeed did his 
{»ihcirous cares 1111e themſelves; and it he 
had had no care-, he had not prayed, ts 
Melan#haorn vied to lay; and if he had net 
given vent to his cares aad fears by a heliev- 
inz prayzr, they nid {wallowed him up; he 

was 
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was one of the {e241 of Facop in pleat%ng 
the Covenant, and in nuthin; More a true 
Facobite than in vw: ling with God for Co- 
venant-mercy fo; (4c polterity of the taith- 
ful ; oh the t+zrs, ſighs, groans of that min 
ot God, urging God with kis promife under 
his own handzticliing the Lord, he would nor 
I&t him alone, for himieit had incouraged his 
heart,by making and {cling that good Co- 
venant,vvherein ſtands our chiet comtort;and 
God will ;aake it good to ſome, ard why 
not tothe children of the Covenant? how 
077 hath he told thc Lord, even in our hear- 
ing,that he was rclolved he would not let 
g0 that hold that God kad given him, but 
would ſtick to him, by faith and prayer, as 
long as he had a day to live,and die in hopes 
that God would mike his promife good 
to his feed, when he was Gead and 
g0ne, 


His opinion for a young man that inten- 


ded the Miniſtry,was to be placed for ſome te 
time with ſorae able Minifter, and to preach '5cþolars, 


under ſuch aſones eye and ear, and that it 
was hzzzardous for beginners to live in great 
mens houſes z he was of « xcdlenc uſe in giv- 
ing advice to young Scholars in publick and 
private; in the times when the SeRtaries 
were at the heighr,at an ordinali n atAfun- 
cheſter he gave the 1: xhortationg four were 
ordained, and he faid it rcjoy ced his Soul, 
[13 


bis grave 
counſels, 
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to lee in theſe diicouraging times ſo many 
defirous of the calling, bur ſaith he, it may 
be 1: is bur as a Husbandman with his harveſt 
toward Night wheh he tees a ſtorm com- 
ing, he calls out all that can carry a ſheaf 
to come forth , makes all his force, for it 
may be it is but a ſhort time, as coming in 
at the Eleventh hour, but one hour to work 
in; He adviled them ro t:-ke heed of two 


things, as in the cale of the prophet ro Fe-| 


r.boaw, \ometimes the hand of Authority 
may be lifted up againſt you, yet that may 
bed ried up, bc not affrighred with irz but 
then the {educer may ſlay yuu;contznt not to 
him, 


He was wiſe and happy in his counlcls, 
and uſually(being a man of much oblervaton} 
he hd exceeding pat inſtances, to ſet on his 
cov 1:!s with z as this. It is good for per- 
jon+ .v 15rait ro the Lords hand, and to [ct 
him chy': rhe Rod for us. A Woman in 
Yancheſier burying a Daughter, of two 
years never looked up, but repined at it, 
came ofren to the Grave, to mourn overit, 
yet 1! was a Child milerably inficm, had 
the E-1il runing on it in many places 3 afcer- 
wards (9d took away the ule of her Limbs 
a..d lyir g 1n torturing pain, acknowledged 
that it was nothing to bury a Child, and 
was now made icnſivle of her impatience 


uader her furmer atflition; arid that now 
God 
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nyt God had dealt fmartlier with her; And 
layj upon this, Mr. Ang:er mentioned an Aunt 
et} ot his, who had great bodily weakneſs and 
m-F pain, and ſhe deſired that God would take 
calf thit aſflicton away, and lay on her whac 
1th affliftion he pleaſed bur that 3 the Lord did 
In} take that away, and laid afflition of {pj- 
rx} rit upon her, which was far ſharper, and 
OF ſhe never recovered it while ſhe lived, Sg 
Fe-| to count the aſflition beſt for us, be it ne- 
ty] ver ſo ſharp: he ſometimes told how Mr. 
ay} Daniel Rogers his firſt Wife was a very crofs 
uth Wornan, and he bore it a long time; at 
t0Þ laſt he made his complaint to his Father Mr. 
Richard Rogers, and he gave him this anfwer, 
Any thing, Daniel, to bring thee to hea- 
1558 ven, 


is} He was very faithful in admoniſhing as he z;;, faith- 
[- F{aw cauſe : when an eminent Miſter faid he fula4mo + 
ct took ſuch a thing ill, or unkindly from ſuch nition, 
nga one, Mr: Angier gravely and {miling- 

vo fly anſwered, Wou'd 1 fo little favour 

It, my felf as to take unkindnels from 

it, any one? which ſaith that good man, 

10 FI thonght of ſince, to my great advan- 

age, for this taking unkindnels is ac- 
ompined with a fretting within ones ſelf; 

and fo it is a leaving the offendor, and 

falling upoa ones elf, 


F Mr: 
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Mr. Angier was much afflited with that 


ſad War bertwixt the Dutch and us, yet he 


comforted himſelf, that God did not give us 
over to be correted by Papiſts, but that 
Proteſtants are in the hands of Proteſt ants, 
tho upon a fad account , and he hoped that 
the drops of the ſtorm might begin with 
the reformed Churches , but the fury of it 
ſhould be poured upon the Pzpiſts, 


[t pleaſed the Lord to lay upon Mr. A#- 
gier many grievous and cutting aſſſitions 
in his old age ; the latter part of his days, 
according to his own obſcrvation, on Foh. 
21. concerning Peter, our Lord told him, 
that when he was old, he ſhould be carried 
whither he would not. That God oft excr- 
ciſeth his choiceſt ſervants, that have been 
men of eminent aQivencls and ulefulneſs in 
his ſervice, with great afflitions in their old 
age, aSbodily pain , ſo Aſa in the latter 
part of his life was diſeaſed in his feet, 
Melchior Adams tells us of Mr. George Ma- 
4or, that he ſaw the Funerals of fix ſons, 
whereof one, 7.e. Leonard, died by the 
biting of a mad Dog, ſeveral Daughters, 
Nephew died; in all thisand much more, 
ſaying , ( Ss bona accepimus , annou mala 
ſuſtineamus ?) ſhall we receive good, and not 
bear evil ? at laſt hedied of fore diſeaſes, 
having kept his bed near three years : thus 
Mr. Angier inſtanced in Mr. Rogers of 

Drdhar 
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Dedham, who had great pain of the ſtone» 
ſo had worthy Mr. Storer of Stock port, and 
Mr. Fohnſon, Parſon alſo of the ſame place, 
old Mr. Bowurn, Mr. Herle, and at that 
time when he ſpake of it, good Mr. Har- 
rsſon of Aſhton, his neighbour; it may ſeem 
a Riddle and an unaccour.table myſtery 0: 
Providence, why God ſhould think fir t9 
lay the heavieſt load on the weakeſt Horſe; 
old age is a burden to it ſelf, Mr. Angier 
Save this account of it, that thereby God 
thinks it fit to wean his Children from the 
World, fit them for Heaven, and render ic 
more deſirable; beſides God will mae his 
Children perfe& Chriſtians, exerciſed e- 
very way, in ſuffering, that they might be 
mire, lacking nothing, according to Fam. 
I. 4. 


His old-age afflitions were: x. The zis 


death of his beloved , lovcly Daughter, 2aughters 
Elizabeth, who tho ſhe was Married and 418+ 


lived with her Husband in Yorkſhire, yet 
being in a deep Conſumption , he ſent his 
own eaſy going-Horſe to fetch her home, in 
hopes that change of Air might tend to her 
recovery; but there ſhe grew worle and 
languiſhing, died May 26. 1661, and was 
laid by her own Mother in Denton Chappel- 
yard, whoſe death tho it went near to his 
heart, yet (being abundantly fatisfied that 
ſhe was got ſafe to Heaven) he bore it with 
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great compoledneis and 2quanimity 5 for 
indced ſhe was the mirror of her ape for 
parts and piety: yet it cou d not but be 
an «ffli&tion to his tptrir, fince 19 hopeful a 
bloſſome of his Family was {o quickly nipt 
oft in the flower of her age. 


2. But this preſaged more croſſes, it was 
a grcatafſlition to him that things went 
{o 11] with the Church of God, as to puh- 
lick liherty, with which he ſympathized 
tho he 1njoyed his; but himtelf alſo mutt raft 
a few dreps of that cup that many of his 
Brethren hath a large draughtof : in the 
Oxford AR that commenced ar.24. 165, 


by which Miniſters were baniſhed 5 miles 


from the place where they had formerly 
preached, it was judged expedient that he 


alſo ſhiuld at preſent withdraw from his Þ 


Houſe ; upon tiat Act he begun to Travel, 
and his ſon-ir-law with him, amongft his 
friends in Cheſhure, and viſited (everal per. 
{ons of quality , lodging with them ſome 
W.ceks, being kindly treated and lov- 
ingly entertained, being alſo of very great 
uſe, and leaving his good countels and 
bleiing where ever he came, notwithſtand- 
ing ta that time he ſeemed to he out of his 
element, and long:d to return home : he 
wascompelled to rctuin, for wearing his 
Boots dayly, a goutiſh humour feized 
on his foot, he then {aid , Come ion, = 
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truſt God, and go home; fo he returned to 


his own houte, «nd continued there withour 
further trouble. 


3. He was very much afflited with,and at 5.lily i- 


his tomach, which forcly oppreſſed him,and ſtemjcr:. 
he could not find eaſe of it by any means he 

could uſe ; he was adviſed to take Tobacco, 

but could never deal with it. 


4. His vcry dear Wives death avout two ,, -. 
years before his own, was a grievous and ,,,..., 
bitter aſfliftion to him, whom he had in- yes ; 
joycd 32 years to his abundant content eve- 
1y way; and indeed ſhe was a dear and 
defirable comparion , very hcIpful in {pi- 
rituals and temporals, drawing eveniy 


| in theſame yoke ; of a truely Chriſtian 


t.mper;one thing further I ſhall add of her, 
noted to my hand, as a peculiar privilidg,aud 
rare amongſt Chriſtians, That God gave her 
early aſſurance of his love, 2nd the taid al- 
ſo not long befor her dcath, he had never 
withdrawn it from ker all her time : this 
was very obſervable: and far differcnt from 
Gods dealings with his former Wre, of 
whom Mr. ener faith in fore remarks 
left in writing upon her life, that tho GoG 
moved her heart to ſeek him from 8 vears of 
ape, yet he never gave her ſettled alſurance 
of his love while ſhe lived : Behold the 
arbi:rary dealings of God with his _=_ 
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dear Children : but God is intinitely wiſe in 
rele cales, 


But the great aſflition, the very accent 
and quinteſcence of his aſflition, was the 
fin and miſcarriage of ſome of his Children) | 
this, this did cut him to the very heart,and | 
fay as a continual preſſing load on his Spi- || 
ritz his Son, his only Son, devoted to God |: 
not only in Chriſtian profeſſion, but Mini- |: 
ſerial funtion , mitcarrying under ſuch Þ 
education , with ſuch aggravations, this | 
went ſo near him, that fvch words dropt 
from Mr, 4ngzers lips, of bitter complaint 
to one related to him, as ſhewed his heavy 
reſentment of ſome burdens of that naturez 
Tho he had paid for his Son 4co1. Ina few} 
years, to the prejudicing of his own eſtate, | 
yet he ſaw it did no good, and yet that | : 
was all nothing in compariſon of the ditho- þ | 
nour to God by his extravagancies : his 
friend ſaid, Sir, God hath given you much 
grace, and He is reſolved to cxerciſe it; 
Ah, ſaid he, but it is hard, very hard to 
bear; a ſtrange word from ſuch a man: but 
he could bezr any thing better than fin, But 
cipecially in fonear arclation; as the Angel 
of the Epheſian Church, to whom it is ſaid, 
Rev. 2. 23, Thou canſt not bear them which | 
are evil, yet haſt born, and haſt patience, and | 
for my name ſake haſt laboured,, and haſt not 
{siut:d: oh fin, (in, in dear relations againit 
| his þ 


— 
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what this means; but God bore up this good 
mans heart, (as he did Davids) with hopes 
and confidence in the bleſſed Covenant , 
I that ſure and well ordered Covenant: this he 
1 ſtuck to, this he pleaded and dependcd up. 
on, living and dying ;, till he ſpoke well of 
! God, and exerciſed himſelf in praiſing his 
| name both in duties and diſcourſes, own= 
| ing the hand of Godin all croſſes, to whem 
| he had devoted his all: thele various ex- 
periences helped him to compaſſionate and 
incouraging counſelling of others; for (as 
was {aid) he could ſpeak a word in tealon 


| to quiet ard qualify others ſpirits under 


preifing burdens 3 he till faid, hold up faith 

' and patience, wait on God, and fear not, 
for he will iſſue all to the b:ſt, ro his own 
Glory and your beſt good. 


His uſual praQtice was upon the evening 5 cre 
before a faſt-day, to put his Children and to reforr; 
Servants upon it, to {et themſelves tericul. bis Farmi!s 


ly about the work of preparation; tv fearch 
out and confecls their fins; he uſed fuch 
means as might by Gods help prove 
 effetual for reformation both of him#cii 


| and his Family :; and upon all ſuch occaſions 
| of faſting or thankſgiving, it was his way to 


inquice conceri.ing fatherlets and Widows, 
and ſuch as were in neceſſity, that ſymething 
F 4 migiit 
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his deareſt Heavenly father, cut him to the 
quick ; and Souls of a ſenſible ſpirit know 
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might be ſent to them, for whom 
nothins was provided , as he often 
laid, 


Fis revi- Not long before he fel] ſick, he ſaid to one 
ew of bis that lay with him, that he ſlept very little 
life. in the nights; adding, when I lye waking 
in my Bed, 1 ſometimes run through the 
courle of my whole life; and if a Fen-man 
were ready by me, I could relate many ob- 
{ervabl: paſſages of Gods Providence about 
.- me: his friend faid, Sir, you may da well 
to write them down as they come into 
your thoughts : he made no anſwer to 
that. 


When money lent by him came in 
reptzed be {<alonably, though it was his own, yet 
zcknww- he admircd, and thankiully owned Gods 
ledzel. Providence in it, as if it had been a 
gift; and faid, it is all one , whether 
ic was a dcbt or a giſt, fo God fend 
it in a neecful tinzz; the paying of a 
debt is as great a mercy from God, as 
lendins a pitt, . 


Money leat 


I mu nov! haſten to the laſt ſcene, of 


Mis 14} 
hconeſ* 
Nickneſf, 


Chrift, an4 our Lord had been long ripen- 
ing aig for Glory ;, he loved his Maſters 
work, and his Maiter indulged him in his 
work: when others were taken off, he 


this holy mans life 3 he longed to be with | 


Way 


_—— 
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was wonderfully maintained in his lot: he 
did not of late years preach that day he 
adminiſtred the Lords Supper; the laſt Sup- 
per-day , was Auguſt 12. 1677. and the 
next Lords-day atter, he preached one 
part of the day, Auguſt 19. but when he 
came into his houſe, he laid his hand upon 
his breaſt, and ſaid, Ah, this will nor do, 
| muſt give over preaching, (which yet cut 
him to the heart to think of ) he was very 


| weary that Night, as uſually he was ; the 


next day but one after, he begun to have 
ſome Aguiſh fits, and had fix or feven of 
thoſe fits;from that time he began to decline 
apace : when this his laſt ſickneſs begun, he 
ordered his kind{man in the houſe to write 
letters to Mr, Caſe, (his brother in law) 
Mr. Tuckney, his brother Bezaleel, and 0- 
thers, to acquaint them with his condition, 
hoping for and defiring their prayers : 
he expe&ted his own Sons coming dayly out 
of Lincolnſhire, but he came not while he 
was living : he ordered his Son-in 'aw t> 
be ſent for, a meſſenger was diſpatched ro 
him, but tho he haſtcd away towards h:m, 
yet he came not till this holy Man of Go#1l 


| had breathed his laſtz a few hours before, 


03 the ſame day, his approaching difloluti- 
on came on apace, yet had he the free-exer- 
cile of his underſtanding to the laſt; and as 
he had been a man of prayer all his days, 


| lo hedied praying ; that morning he died 


he 


His dca;h. 
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he prayed ſenſibly; the laſt words which 
were intelligible, were his requeſt for the 
King, and Council; but the particular 


words they that were about him could not 
underſtand. 


The laſt day of the week, Sept. 3- 1677. 


was the laſt day of that worthy mans life, 


he dyed about eleven a Clock that day ; 
and entered into his reſt near the Sabbath, a 
Cay of reſt; from thenceforth to reſt 


from all his weary labours, and to keep an 


Etcrral {{bbath with his dearet Lord and 
and it was his own obſervation, that God oft 
takes home his Miniſters and people upon 


or nezr his holy day , td perfe& theirf 


graces, and give them reſt on that day of 
Reſt, 


Thus fell that bright ſtar, thus ſet that F 


ſhining Sun in the firmament of the Church, 
or rather hid from our eyes, to ſhine more 
vloriouſly in the upper Region; the wile, 
[5.e. wiſe Virgins, members of Chritis 
myſtical body | or [ as the word is ] 
Das. 12. 3. Teachers of others, ſhall ſhine 


as th: brightneſs of the firmament, and they | 


that turn many t1 righteouſneſs, as the ſtars 
for ever and ever, Thus this Pillar is taken 
down that bore up an incredible weight, 


not diſcerned fo well then, as felt dayly by | 


{2d experience fince his removal from under 
the 
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Oxford, and being occationally at Mr. CaſeF 


houſe, when Mr. eAngrer was there, Mr. 
Angier went to prayer, but God fo reached 
and warmed the young Miniſters heart by 
that prayer,that he hath cauſe to remember 
it while he hath a day to live, and hopzs h: 
{hall never forget itz yea it had influence 
upon others related, who from that time 
>roved as uſeful and ſuccesful inſtruments of 
Gods glory, and the good of Souls, as 
any I have heard of in thoſe latter 
11mcs, 


The whole Nation and Church of God 
f:em much clouded by the obſcuring of this 
bright ſtar, bur eſpecially that congregati- 
on of Denton is (adly eclipled,their valley of 
viſion is at leaſt turned into a valiey of Di- 
vitiens oh that it may not alfo prove a valley 
of treading down, and delolation: Ah, 
what lam?ntation was there at his funeral ! 
amonpſt the reit an ancient Chriſtian came 
trom the grave into the houle where the 
Miniſters were ſate aicer the funeral, with 
a trembling body, weeping eyes, and with 
a Joleful voice of fad complainrs, faying, 
Ah firs, what muſt we do! what mult we 
do! ourloving paſtor is gone , our loving 
paltor is gone : And now that good man is 
zone after, and many others, fo John 4. 36. 
hb: that fowea, and they that reaped ,are rejoy- 
c:ng togeracr; but the fad _— 
an 
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iofer and weeping eyes of that day, with thar 


Ar. 


feRing paſſage of that good old mans be- 
oaningy cannot be eaſily forgotten by the 
Writer hereof. 


That Lords day when Mr. eAngiers 
Corps lay in his houſe,two Miniſters preach- 
ed in his Chappel , two funeral Sermons, 
the one ſeeming to be a funeral Sermon 
to the people, the other for their Mini- 
ſter. 


Tnat which concerned the people car- 
ried an ominous prelage of the death of 
their Goſpel priviledges, and Sunletting of 
their glorious day, fadly predited from 
Gen. 6; 3. My ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man : and oh what a Creadiul verift- 
cationof that text hath provid:nce mace 
there; that being the Jaft S:bbath that 
excluded Miniſter injoyed the liberty of 
ordinances in that place. The other Mini- 
ſer diſcourſed ſweetly and fuitably on Fobr: 
17. 4. 1 have glorifi:d thee on earth , | 
have finiſhed the work, thou gaveſt me to 
do, 


That Sermon was a lively comment on 
that good mans holy life, and a fair Copy 
ſet before this ſurviving p-cp!e; the perfe&& 
precepts in the Scriptures, and lively pat- 
tern ſet before them for their imitation, 
makes 
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makes it apparent that Goſpel-rules ar 
praQicable , may be tranſcribed by ſome, 4 
and will be a ſad teſtimony againſt others:Þ* 
and tho Mr. Angiers mouth be now ſtoptfP 
with duſt, and his voice ſhall no more beÞ5 
heard in his pulpit, yet oh that Almightyſ 4 
God that lives for ever would awake carnalf” 
ſinners by this aſtoniſhing blow and breach, 
and propagate religion in that place, andÞs' 
by that bleſſed ſpirit transfuſe the Dorine,ſ® 
principles, and praftice of that good man 
into all his hearers, for they ſhall one 
day know there hath been a prophet among 
them. 


| The next day, being Sept. 5. 1677. the 
' 4-8 Funeral folemnities were mournfuly ob- 
{erved, on which occaſton multitudes of 
perſons, Gentlemen , Miniſters , relati- 
ans , and Chriſtian friends, beſides his pt 
hearers and fad neighbours, attended theſe 
diſmal and ſoxrowful obſequies with ſad Þ© 
hearts and dejeed countenances, lament- 
ing not only the loſs of ſuch a worthy 
Paſtor and Friend, but their own Spi- 
rits did ſuggeſt great grounds of pre- 
ſaging fears concerning the attending con- 
ſequences of that heavy blow: his Corps |" 
were decently interred in Dentoz-Chappel 
in the Alley before the pulpit , by his laſt 
dear Wiſe, laid in the ſame place. Je 
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Mr. eAngier had requeſted Vir. Rs» 
bert Eaton, ( a learned pious Miniſter, 
who had married his kinſwoman ) to 
preach the Funeral Sermon , and had 
given him that Text to infiit upon, in 
Att. 20. 32, And now brethren I com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able tobuild you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them 
which are ſanttifyed : it was an excel- 
lent , feaſonable and pathetical diſcourlſz, 
and well worthy to be annexed to this 
prefent relation, if the worthy Author 
nad judged it fit: however the folem. 
nities of that day will not eaſily be forgot» 
ten, 


Thus the beſt muſt die, Zech. 1 5. 
your Fathers where arethey ? and the Pro- 
phets, do they live for ever? the holi- 
eſt men cannot plead for an exempt.9n, or 
expe&t Enochs priviledg of a Tranſlation : 
only to the godly deaths ſting is p'iuckt 
out, this ſwelling Fordan is Criven back, 
the paſſage is rendred caly and fafe to 
the heavenly Pilgrim: God brought thi; 
faithful watchman.,, through his long 
and boyſterous ſea, to a ſafe harbour :n a 
{:afonable time, and if we imbark in the 
lame ſhip of the Church and have our Lo:d 
Jeſus with us as our faith{ul anJ $kilful pi- 
lot, thoveh in Rorms and tempeſts he be (as 

iT 
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it were ) :ſleep, yet believing prayer 
will awake him , and he will rebuke the 
Winds and Sea, and there ſhall be ; 
calme , and the Ship ſhall preſent. 
ly be at land, and the paſſengers ſhall be 
afe. 


[| have now diſpatched the Hiſtory of 
Mr. Angers life 5 as far as matters oc. 
cur to our preſent obſzrvation., and 
have diawn it thus far on till this Threid 
of his life be cut ofi, and lets him 
drop into the Grave, and fo cuts off 
the line of our Hiſtorical acconnt of 
him. 


T Here are yet two things behind which 
ſhew ſomething of the breathings of 
his gracious ſoul living and dying. 


1. The firſt is fome obſervables gathered}; 


out of his own Diary , under his own 
hand. 


2. His dying Speeches, prayers, counſels, 
and admonitions to thoſe about him in his 
laſt ſicknefs. 


Both | 


A 


out of Mr. Angeirs diary: 83 
Both theſe declare much of Gods Grace. 


and manifeſt the Holy exaQnels of his ſeri- 
ous and favoury Spirit. 


The firſt is a confiderable paper, reſpe&- 
ing his frame of ſpirit in his younger « aysg 
and reviewed andrevſied in hiselder years, 
it runs thus, 

I do now ſeriouſly refolve, between God 
and my own Soul, to read his word dili- 
gently, morning and evening, before pri- 
vate prayer thereto adjoyned, and do pur- 
poſe to be conſtant in rcfpe& of time there- 
to to be allotted; to wit, in the morning 
before Chappel, if it may be with conve- 
niencez or otherwiſe without delay when 
| return from the Chappel 3 at Night be- 
tween 5 and 6 of the Clock; if extraordina- 
ry occaſions hinder me not, becauſe my 
{yirits being freſher than after ſupper, I ſhall 
be the fitter to do God acceptable ſervice. 
Ido likewiſe reſolve to be diligent in my 
ſtudy, every day for the ſpace of 6 hours 
at leaſt, no day to be overſlipped without 
the full accompliſhment of them. [likewiſe 
promiſe faithfully to God, and my own Soul, 
to refrain as from the common fins ot the 
time, to wit, Drunkennefs, Licenciouſneſs, 
or the like, fo to ſtrive againſt thoſe fins 
! am by nature moſt addiRed to, and for 
the prevention of the like faults to ſhun 
a! the occaſions thereunto leading, enti- 

4 G cing 
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cing, or provcking z as bad company, l:$i 
ſcivious talk, or «xcels in the ule of th& 
Creature, tze which that 1 may perforc 
according to Gocs will and pleature, 1 di 
dain all wy own abilities, ana fly to hisin 
finite mezcy, difiring his fpecial help an 
aſſiſtance, his {pirit co infiruc me, his {piri 
to dire mez tis tyirit to ſanity me, thaf: 
I may be kep: blamelets, being without {po 
till the day of his appearance : my cſi; 
hath bcen, is and ſhall be upon my bend 
kaces for tie furtherance of th:1: motior 
begun and kindled by his holy fpirt 
which I kope will cheriſh ther rill thg-{ 
flame into an holy ire of Heavenly conve! 
fition, ine Lilc oi Virtue, the Glory « 
(3XaC2» | 


IVritten with my own hand, April 6, 16: 
Joha Angiz 
Pernſed with comfort, May 1. 1655 


July 19, 1657. | found a paper in n 
ftucy os Hay 9g. 1625. A Bill for Phyſitr 
when | was 1a a Feaver in Cambridg abo 
31 years finczy to long hath God lengths 
£ cut ray lite, 

My going to 1Vew England was ve" 
forwarc, ir. Nesman earncfiiy invited mt 
 recciiid Letters from Briflol, April Þ: 
1630, init I was expeRed there to tal - 
Shipping for ZV, E. this Lpril,and had mug" 

kingnc 
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7, l:$indneſs ofi:red me, yet the Lord over-ry- 
" th&d it» 
foro} Upon the coming cn of troubles, 1 had 
1 diſſomfort from Zeph. 2. ;.1t may be ye ſhall 
isinfe hid 7 the day of the L:irds anger, Toſiahs 
| anercy was not fo ice the evil, Feremiabs 
{piriercy was to bs {ecured in ihe mic cf 
th;F2bt. 
(poſt My Wife dyed December 12th. Onz 
'clicFigtit after her death, the Child-en were 
nCel the Paricur Praying together 5 and 
tionſezring anoile, I went to the door, and 
piteerd my Son at Prayer with his Siſter he 
Linc knowledged to God that they had deipit- 
aveſd Father and Mother, contrary to Gocs 
'y pmmand. and therefore God hath taken a» 

av their Motkcr;he deſired God that they 

jioht not pro -oke him by their (11 co take 
627.7 their Father alſog which did much af- 
pie me, 
653 U9-n 2 recovery from a ficknefs nnexpeR- 
lv, / was much affeted with 1/a. 3 g. uit. 
1 in prayer the Lord brovgnt to my 
vhind, 1fate. 8. 9. afflittion is Gods fervant, 
bo he bi it come,it comes; it he bid it go, 
they 94s; 

At Bs Ton, L v:s (ent for to vitit a godly 
Ve; 17 that 925 fc at Great- Leaver, tound 
] mn in a comſortatle condition; he told me, 
ul Þ reccivid his firſt comfort by my Miniftry 


th Penton, Preaching on 1 Cor. 5. 7. Chriſt 
mud” paſſover 1s ſacrificed for ns; tzn years 
? 


(s 2 ay0? 
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a $0 : Bleſſed be God who gave me this en? 
couragement. He notes in the margent.Th4 
fruits of my labours manifeſted ten year$01 
after. g 
Nov. 39.—47.A day of thankſgiving wall 
kept with ſome friends for the recovery oo” 
a Child that had been ſick; it ſhould feed} £ 
they were in the journey, and had ſmafvi 
hopes of recovery; the very ſame day thegſhal 
prayed, the Child revived at night, and gas 
thered ſtrength in the journey fſenfilyPt 
they were by the ſickneſs of the Child 
tained againſt their own minds, and t 
minds of the people, but God had a pt 
Cial handin it; for God fent the Peſtilen 
into the Familywhere they were ſo f0jou 
and had they gone at the time purpoſeqput 
they hadgone into an infeted houle, and ha'as 
been ſhut up there. old 

Fune 18 —71.God gave reſt to our agent 
afflicted Mother, about z in the afternooqpar! 
it being Lords day; it is obſervable, thF"s t 
the day after God took away our MothePt! 
and that ſupply from her failed, God feqÞ! « 
me notice of ſome fupply out of nf U 
own eſtate. as he had formerly dongetar 
when the rent of my Land fell in Eſſex, Phgrea 
4. 19. Bur 

Newvem. 19.—72 Died good Biſhop Wh 1 
kins ci the Stone, a great lols , he « lio 
ed comfortzbly, and rejoyced in his mpÞ1c1 
deration whilſt he was Biſhop : his de: 


out of Mr. Angiers azary v7 
vas much lamented in the City of Che- 
er, 
eAu7.22.--7 3-upon hearing that Mr. (aſe 
voing from home 4 or 5 days, they return= 
g, found themiclves Robbed to a great 
alue,he ſubjoyns,P/al. 7 3.26. God 4 portion 
- ofor ever. 
Otto. 28.—75. upon refleing on his 
ives death, he ſaith,that Oe, 2 5 ſhe ſaid 
hat in the beginning of her weaknels ſhe 
ras ſomething troubled, that ſhe was taken 
hf her imployment, and could do nothing; 
Je was concerned about the cares of the 
amily, and concerning me, that ſhe ſhould 
Save me in ſuch a condition - But now 
od had ſubdued her will, and quieted her 
eart, ſhe knew not what direQion to pive, 
Sut ſhe had left all with God, and her heart 
as quiet, ſh: had no trouble at all z ſhe 
old me one Night, that ſhe thought God 
nt Hanna eAngier into the Family to 
$arn her to die, {his was a grand-child of 
is that came from Lox4on, weak,and reacht 
Denton With much ado, and ſoon.died of a 
ql unption. 
mf} Upon a day of Thankſgiving, ( about a 
Fear before Mr. «Angier dyed) for Gods 
reat mercy to his Kinſman in an eaſte 
wurney)s his heart being much affeted with 
Fic Providences of God about itzhe took oc- 
ſion to leave upon record in his diary,theſe 
mÞÞlervable circumſtances to heighten Gods 
ea Wo G 3 praiſes, 


3 Mercics in 4 Journey. 


C 
© 
praiſes, and quicken his own, and other 


teatts therein, 
Mercies in a Journey, 1673» 


1. DireRion in tit? right way ; want 0 
this caulſeta wanderiug,tbour,and forrow 
Plel. 107. 7. 

2. Preiecvation of Man and Beaſt, « 
life and heattiz, from falls, harm, from ene 
mics robhers, niaurdercrs Some have dye 
in ih: way, as iacvel, others fallen fick b 
the Way, as 1 54%. 30. 13.15 mercy whe! 
God iupports in trav<l, to endure heat ani 
col; ior an Horte io dic or be lame in th 
way, » a great afllitien : fo daily ſupp 
of new K;enpth 15 mercy. 

3. Comfort in the way ard weathe 
when both are good ,and company is ſuitabl 
and comfortable, 

4. Convenient places for reſt, and goo 
refreſhment for noon and night. 

5. +ca{onable proviſion of neceſſary food 
and ch-arful entertainment. 

6, Temporary eaſe from the burden of de 
meſtick affairs, hoth care and labour, th 
mind and body both are eafed, others tal 
the burden upon them for a time. 

7. Variety of objzs to delight the ſenc: 
_ buildings, fruicful fields, p'caſant me 

OWs. 


8. Chang 
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8. Change of air,pleaſentnefs and health- 
ſulneſs there, by refreſhing g2ics in the hezt 
of the day. 

6. Tae fociety of friznls whom we vi- 
lit, and the mutual comfort that orifeth from 
oF their meeting after a tim2 of abicnce, and 
"yq trom their friendly and ke:rty canverle. 

10. Opportunity of unceritanding more 
Wy fully how God hath anfxcred our Prayers 
4 for then opportunity of :ou'-help, of de- 
/ ing and recciving good by joynt-prayer,and 
d by conference , by dcCaring ex periencess 
ey by ſtirring up one ar.other to what is good. 
ny Pehold what exccllent ule 2 gracious heart 
tn and ſanQifed fancy can make of thoſe 
' common affairs that many of vs pals over 
with a common Spirit ! See what a notable 
aq ifenſc he had of Gods goodnels in every thing, 
bly co raiſe vpdurable Monuments of Gods Glo- 
ry with ſuch ſweet inſcriptions thereon as 
0F may at once both glorifie God, and ecific 
men, 
aq When he travelled himſelf (as he ofien 
did) to Londen, Eſſex, &c. He w:s woat 
I +5o write down th: pajages of Gucs Provi- 
MM dence daily, and upon his return to collect 
the ſum of them, and to ſpread them b+<- 
tore ſuch neighbours as joyned with Þ:m in 
0 thankigiving, partly ro help them to fpeci- 
A a! matcer of praiſe; but chi:fy that God 
might lofe nv part of Glory 12a was due to 
hin, ' GE 
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who was intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Angier, hath contributed ſome notices 
of his own perſonal knowledg, concerning 
Mr. Angiers excellency in giving Counſel in 
diſhcult Caſes of Conſcience, wherein ke 
had occaſion to contult him; the matter 
of ther: being of conccrnment, and poſſibly 
may prove of uſe to others , I ſhall here 
tranſcribe them. | 


The firſt was about Marriage ; the Caſe 
is this: In 1654. 

A Worthy young Miniſter, of excellent 
Parts and Piety, Tabled in an houſc near 
the place where then he was Miniſter, with 
a Gentlewoman of ſerious Piety, of good 
Birth and Breeding, at full years of Dilere- 
tion, being 3 3. years of Age, having 8CO [. 
to her Portion, and fo in her own hands 
that none could hinder her of itz theſe two 
upon long time of acquaintance with each 
other, cid deſire to Marry on both ſides 
out of an, hearty Principle of goodneſs, 
wherein they agreed; but there was a Mo- 
ther in the caſe of another temper, not re- 
lig.ousz had Married a ſecond Husband , 
and took yo care at all of her Daughter, 
but rather ſh,-yed her Inclination- for her 

: Davghters 
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Daughters marryig with a rich man, tho 
of little Religion; yea, the leſs Religion, 
they thought, the better it wou'd pleaie 
her 3 fo that they doubted much of obrain- 
ing her conſent ; the Cale propoſed was, 
Whether her conſent (in cale it would nor 
be had) muſt be neccflarily obtained, or 
no Marriage z when only a Mother, and 
fhe Married to another , who did diminiſh 
the Childrens Eftates, and that with the 
Mothers Conſent? 2. When as the Mo- 
ther is before prejudiced againſt a good man, 
and moſt of all againſt a Miniſter £ 3. The 
Daughter of ſuch an age ? 4. Hath her E- 
ftate at her own diſpole ? cc. 


This Caſe I ſent to three Reverend men, 
and to Mr. eA-ngier; his Anſwer 1 ſhall 
tranſcribe. 


Dear Sir, 

It ſhall not be troubleſom to me,but con- 
tentful,if bythe helpof God 1 mayreach forth 
any the leaſt help to you, or any friend of 
yours that deſires to guide his way right.1 do 
pity your friends,fearing it might be an hour 
of Temptation to them,and a Cauſe of much 
Afﬀliition, eſpecially it their aff:Rions be 
much engaged, which their living together 
ſpeaksz my advice in this Cafe is, That the 
Gentleman make uſe of ſome friend or friends 
to the Mother, that bave intereſt in her, to 

Gain 
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gain her conſent, and if he have no tempo- 
ral et-t: equal ro hers,or:to add ſometiiing 
to it ; yet to figniſie that he 1zeks the party 
moze than the Portion, and to offer this 
cvidenceof it, to give way that the Porti- 
on be !:id out for her uſc, and the uſe of 
Poſt: rity, if the Lord ſhew them that Mer- 
cy. If Fciznds cannot prevail, the Daugh- 
ter may Cu well (and it a very hopeful way) 
humbly to deſire her Mothers conſent in 
her ow: Perſon; it by neither of theſe like- 
I! and duc means, they can prevail ; 1 de- 
fire they m:y be moved till co pray, and 
wait upo: the God of Spirits, who knows 
his own Couuriclz, and can fecretly incline 
all Spirits to cemp:y th:rewitn. 1 cannot 
advite them to Marry without the Mothers 
conlcnt cb::ined, untets (he hath formerly 
{&*t her ar Literty, and delivered her into 
h:z own Pr. For .1. The Mother 
hath av:hority over tae Child, as w<ll as 
the Fatier, an authority of her own, « 
Joynt-autkority with the Father given oi 
God, ( Honurr thy Father and Mcther ) 
an Autherity.found:d by Nature ; the Mo- 
ther bein & joynt-czvufe with the Father of 
the Chi!_s being; and tho the Father he 
dead, ani! tz Fertion be in the Childs 
hands, according to the lat Will, and kis 
Authority be ceaſed ;, that takes not away 
the Authority of the Mather, which was 
incluced in the Fethers, but always diſtin& ; 

and 
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and thereſore ſome Wiils in br Qu: thing A 
Portion to be paid at Marriage, do make 
the reatonsble coalrnt of the Mothrr a jzalt 
condition. 2. It may be the Yotioer hath 
juſt reatcn todeny her cont gut ; amongit o- 
thers, the want et tenp57ral means (i that 
be wancng) wiich is @ £:.tcvr Cel: & 1n 
Miniſters conditions, 433 u{uilly in othersy 
becaute tiizy having Iz: gÞ Spiricual means, 
and living at the height taurev?, or beyond, 
their Wives at their Dcati fall f much 
lower than others, by how much they 
live higher ; the Mother may fat, She will 
provide a Match where ÞP:i:ty and Portion 
mcet, 3. It the Mother ſhould unreaſon- 
ably deny her Confent , yet we mult not 
run into that we have had ſo much experi- 
encc of, oi later timzs, to right our ſc:lves 
by force and violence , but {:ek remedy in 
a regular way. 4. 1f the Mother be carnal, 
and they religious, they mult be afraid to 
lay a ſtumbling-block before her ; and tho 
the Scandal will not be fo great,bzing to live 
in another Countryzyet it will be too great, 
if to any, cſpecially if to a Mother,whole 
Souls good the Daughter is bound to pra 
for in a ſpecial manner, and to ſeek by iN 
good means. 5. To Marry without Con- 
{nt of the Mother, a: bet, is not a clear 
Caſe, but dark and doubtt'iu!, and will be 
an advantage to Temptation allailing ten- 
der Confciences 3 whereby, if their Expe- 
| | Qations 
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Rations he-crofſed. one in another, or God 
*nd Aillitions; their burden will be much 
increalcd, becaufe this Queltion will ſoon 
be moved, Whether they cid well to Mar- 
ry wi:hout or againſt Conſent ? 6. 1f Chil- 
dren bc left to their owa Liberty yet the 
Duty they owe to their Parents comfort, 
and the preater judgment and experience of 
their Parents, do juſtly challenge their 
humble dcfr2s of their Countel , their ſe- 
rious D-lib-ration thereupon , and great 
unwillinzne!s to Match without their rea- 
fonable cont:nt.: Adviſe your Friends feri- 
ouſly to conſider, whether they have not 
gone out of Gods way in ingaging their 
AﬀeRions mutually, betore Conlcnt tought) 
if the Lord ſhall hep them herein torepent, 
it will be a ſoundation of afcer-Mercy ; the 
truly GoGly arz apt to mils it far in theſe 
Occaſions 3 but Grace will not allow it, 
when Gol makes 2 diicovery, Thus I have 
freely imparted my thoughts to you in this 
Caſe, b:iz<ching Got to clear the paths of 
all his Servants, clpeciaily his Minifters , 
who are t9 carry the light before the peo» 
ple, I rc: 


Jan, 22. —5 4, Yours in a!! brotherly 
C/::e5, J, AngIRr. 


(4) The matter of Scandal ſeems to ſtick 
moſt; and whether, if Providence diſpoſe 
of 
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of the Miniſter in another Country, this 
may not be ſome relief to that , is queri- 
ed. 

He received the Opinion of others, as 
well as this, yet he roox mightily with Mr. 
Angiers Counſtl ; for he faith, Upon the re- 
ceit of your Letter, and Mr. Angiers advice 
in it, To pray and wait upon the God of Spi- 
rits, who could: ſweetly incline all ſpirits to 
comply with his counſels Tho I had prayed 
dayly for it, yet I was put on upon a more 
earneſt begging that Mercy, in much more 
Faith and Hope, that the Lord will fo in- 
cline ſpirits, And about a week after, he 
had the news that the Gentlewoman had 
by an humble Letter to her Mother, on 
this account, obtained', that the Mother 
did yield to leave her to her own di!poſal. 

In a little time after he was fetled a Mi- 
niſter in Londozz, and Married y but ſhort%* 
ly fell into a Fever, and into the Small-pox, 
whereof he died; and particular Friends 
underſtood that he was feized with great 
Melancholy, and trouble , which (it was 
thought ) killed him; and it was judged 
it was occaſioned by exceſſive travelling 
that had ſurfeit:zd his Body z but if this 
matter of Conſent had been doubtful,what 
work would it have made with him in ſuch 
a concCition? According to the prugent 
Suggeſtion of the fiſth Reaſon in Mr, An- 
gies Anſwer, 
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This was the firſt C.ſe. 
The ſecond Cale was about Preſence #t 
Common-Pray cry waicat the rather inſert, 
to tceſtiti2 his Jucgnint and Principle in 
that Cale. 


The Caſe wis repreſented from an nn- 
knowa Ferlon 19 uz, in thele words, Fur. 
IO. 1662. 

T2 groan” {is of my diſſatisfaction concer:+ 
14 tne Conmun-P rayer, are, 

1. The inceRualnels of forms upon my 
heart. Tho I do -_ deny the lawfulnels of 
forms, nor Queſtion the Experience of 0- 
ther; in th i; or otiler forms; yet] will ſay, 
Lhac tiis 1 have to the vt noſt endeavoured 
to beacit my felt by the tfeveral forms I 
have bcca necefiitated to hear in publick 
and privatcs yet I coutg never -pet any ir» 
reſſion made on my heart thereby, tho 
a (as much as I coula) removed preju- 
dice; yet thzy have been fo to me, as if [ 
had had nothing ; and this 1 have obſerved 
in my elf in fevcial tempers of Spirit, as 
Joy, Grief, Fezr, &c. Nay when my 
heart hath been in tlie bet fcam?2, and moſt 
ſenſible, then have they been worſt of ll 
unto me, 

2. As to this frm, my prejudice is fo 
great up4n teveral accounts, that I have no 
nope of god by it, es having been bred 
up under its plenty , 2nd tired with its 
enNptt- 
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c 
emptinels, and yet {urfeited of it z wheres 
by it hath the fame eſt thit ſucy macs 
have, on which we fur/ it Veaicn bc {ids 
nauicating , neither nave i hat any gocd by 
* but much kurt many Ways, 

. | cannor hear it without fin ; \ von T 

> ized with it, it hath WI 
on f ireing up Graces, taitcd Pailion, and 
{vch An* er, as hath forced me out of the 
place; ard if it be kv fio:13 b: at 
tenced upon as Worfitip, and _ cart 50 
along vith it; whiciif it do rot, wilt no 
be attcnted, I find upon the vicw of my 
heart at Night, that ] nave contre guuit 
in my not j»ynirns corMaily in Geds Wor- 
inp, and getting good by it; and by hears 
ing it, increate my fin. 

4, The influence that my n:ent of hear* 
inp it, had vpon my heart, vihich 1 ſhall 
relate ſomething of, tho Gert of whit it 
Was. Bcing in another Country 2mongl, my 
Friends, | was fomewhat trout!:d wiat to 
do; but the Miniſter bei; of my 2cquiin- 
tance, thoIcculd nt prevail with 1 hin th 
forbcar it while I was there; yer re pro 
miicd me to rcad very littio, which Cid 
pretty well fatizhe me ; but when ] keara 
t3e firt Beilin the Morning twas formcihing 
{4 to think what a Snarc i was cur? into « 
but when the next Bell gave notice, 1 (c- 
ing in ſecret Duty) wes carried on by tr cn 
trembling and terrors, with anguiſh of 5p:- 
rit, 
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'rit,that I was forced from the Duty thereby» 
ſtriving to ſatishe my ſelf with arguing the 
Caſe ; but the more I did ſtrive, the lets 
' I prevailed ; my weeping and ſighing was ſo 
extream, that | thought my keart would 
have broke, Oh! how was I troubled 
. that ever [| ſet my foot out of doors to come 
to that place to ſin ! nothing but fin, and 
fintul compliance,cou!d I think it to bez and 
this was much fer upon my heart, that if I 
did hear it thus, I ſhould never have peace 
in my Conſcience more nd the confidera- 
tion of that great loſs by fiinning agaiaſt 
light, did much increaſe and aggravate my 
pcrplexity : I called: in a godly Kinlwoman, 
and ſhewed her of my trouble;we both conſt- 
dered,whether it might not be a Temptation, 
but could not find it fo; ſhe faid if it werea 
fin in me, my ſtaying from it would occaſion 
more;that the Lords day would be profaned 
by the wrath and bitter words of a Superior, 
But while | could get no ſatisfation, they 
ftayed for me 3 my nearcſt Relation bad me: 
never go, except I was better {ſatisfied , 
ſeveral Meſſengers were {ent by ſome, that 
't ſrems would not £0 without me 3 fo to 
{atiche them I went, but did not hear any 
of it; Iwiſhit were (but it is not poſſible) 
for me with my yen to expreſs what I felt 
in my *pirit in this hal: hour: No, my 
Tongue is not «able to vtter it, and ill its 
freſh upon my thevghrs cf conforming in 
| this 
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this thing, its brought to my remembrance, 
I am (as it were) bid toremember my ter- 
rors at fuch a place, on this account. 


All this put together, and duly conſider- 
ed, theſe Querics I make. 

1. Whether I ought to hear it, as ſome 
preſs, that it is a fin to forbear ? or whe- 
ther it be not ſinful in me to hear it? Or 
whether 1 may {ometimes, as teldom as I 
can (toavoid the penalties) hear ? Or, 

2, Whether upon theſe accounts of my 
forbearance, I may comfortably ſuffer what 
may be inflited, and expe lupport? Or, 

3. If you grant the hearing , whether 
may it be heard as ſomething by the by, 
without giving much attention, or with 
imploying my heart with other thoughts 
and Ejaculations more edifying ? 

Thus have I lated my particular Caſe, 
owning many Arguments chat others uſe, 
keeping only to my own cale, which may 
diff.r from others, not judging whar's fit 
for others to do, or cenſuring them for 
what they do; and I ſhould never have put 
the Queſtion upon this, but upon 2. accounts. 
1, Becaule divers fay, it is {in not to go; 
and then my Cale is ſad, that muſt fin either 
way. 2, The other reaſon (which was 
firſt in my thoughts before I ever heard, or 
t2o9ught any would have held it a Duty to 
hear) whether 1 could comfortably ſuffer 

H in 
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in ſuch a cauſe ? Thus 1 muſt ſay, 1 have not 
becn without many icrious thoughts about 
it (ſta | would avoid); Prayers and Tears, 
and not trouble,l find in my Spirit upon for- 
bearancc, tho I Citigently oblerve, and | 
have tuch a Conicience that will not let me 


run on in the leaſt fin, but would be telling 
m-:oft oi it, withour leaving me till | have 
teft it, at leaft, endeavoured and prayed} 
againſt it; neither do l tind any conveni-ſ 


ence in ſtaying away ; but the lending, and 
waiting in expectation till that's done, and 
Luis of the Scriptures which | read at home, 
zt the ſame time3 that of fzparation weighs 
not with me, it b-ing not rotal, but only 
from that which is queſtionable with me, 
whether it be Worthip, and coming to 
Singing, and publick Sermon , Prayer : 
however, it is {ome comtort, that Mr. 
Ball calls them, Owur Brethren of the Separa- 
F10N, 


Dear Sir, 

The Cale vou ſent me encloſed, calls 2 
toud to the Father of Mercies, and all his 
Children for compeſſion and relie!, which 
in his own time he will manifeſt through our 
Lord Jetus Chriſt, According to your cc 
fire, I thall by the favour and affitance ol 
the Father of Liphts,freely communicate to 
you wy thouvgins In ihis tad Caſe. 
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I do not apprekend any foiid Arcument 
«| £0 convince the Conicience in the Sreunds 
"of of difiatisfaRion, concerning herring Com- 
ag mon-Prayer mentioned in the P-per. Not 
I Ih n the firft, ineff-ualncls of forins upon the 
"EF heart. 2. No hope ct ood by this. 3. *he 
! cannot hear it withour fin, 4. The influ- 
"4 ence the intent of hearing had vpon her 
el! heart. To make theſe firm crounds tor Cor» 
"'Þ ſcience to reft and aft vpan, muſt be proved, 
nd That fect forms in thcir own nature are the 
ng proper cauſes of the grievances mentioned, 
r\ which the judgrnent of this good Woman 
> doth not duny in the firſt ground, viz. } 
ly] 20 nor deny the lawſulneſs of forms, and 
© the Paper it fclf Coth clearly manifcft their 
PF ratural cauſes. 1 conceive therefore with 
Tf fubmifſion, that there is much of ſirong 
Ar. temptation in the Cafe propounded, which 
"© hath met with a double great advantage. 
1,The Irrefolution of the judgment touching 
let forms, whether they be I:wful or unlaw- 
ful, obedience or (in ; for tho there hath been 
**[ tome apprehcnſions of lawfulneſs, as in the 
bis} 6:0 ground ; yet the rezfons have not been 
NP of ich weight as to bring the Scales of the 
Wurtfudgment ro the ground in the caſe of 
CE F1iwiulnels, and there to hold them 5, but 
'Fthey have been wavering, and by the flrong 
loch of difſatisfeRion to forms, the Scale 
hath been hurried down on the fide of un- 
lawfulneſs, and fix'd there, which is the 
| H 2 7vs 
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tz ue cauſe of fo great trouble mentioned, inq 
and for hearing Common-Prayer. Becauſeſ 
the good Woman hath been drawn by ſome 
external motiveto a contraryto theprelent 
Scntence of Conlcience, cr at beſt with a 
doubting Conſcience, which makes an ati- 
on lawful in 1t felf, unlawful to him that 
doth it, Rows. 14+ 5, 14, 19. The ſecond 
Sreat advantage this temptation hath met 
with, is a ſtrong prejudice deeply rooted 
in the aſcRion, and by length of time nov- 
riſhed, and grown to that ſtrength, that it 
is become like an o]d grown cileafe, too 
ſtrong for the Phylick madeuſeof; fo that 
when any thing of reaſon 1s offered to the 
judgment tending to the health of the Soul 
in this Cafe, prejudice in the affe&ion (like 
dificmpers in the Stomack ) doth riſe up ard 
forcibly rejz& it 5 this is too manifcſt in the 
fecond ground, and is the cauſe of what's 
expreſſcd in the third, 

The remedies which by the bleſſing 
Gcd will be effeual to this good Woman, 
wuſt be tvitable to the advantages given to 
tcmptation, and fuch as may take them 
way. AS 1. to endeavour in the uſe of 
Gods means, with depencance upon. kim, to 
xeioive the judgment, concerning the law- 
fulneis of joyning in forms in ſuch Societics 
where Cod calls usto attend upon hispublick 
Worſhip, To this end 1 conceive there is 
ſufficient light and weight of Reaſon, i 
Mr 
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Mr. Zall's judicious Tryal of Separation 
but that will not be enough , unlets the 
mind be prepared by Prayer, for the gui- 
dance of the Spirit of Truth to reccive that 
Light, and by ſerious Meditation it pre- 
vail to ſcatter that darknets which cauteth 
doubts, and to dwell there as a guide this 
alone will Anſwer all the Queries. If pub- 
lick Worſhip be lawſully performed in that 
way, then it's a duty to joyn, and the hcarc 
muſt be kept with all diligence, that the 
way of Communion between God and our 
Souls be not ſtopt. 2. The cure of the old 
grown diſeaſe of Prejudice, will need the 
Skill of the heavenly Phiſicianz the cauſe of 
this Prejudice was the inward Corruption 
of the heart, which would not {uffer to 
take pains in Gods way , but inclined to 
lightneſs and wearineſs; this corruption 
was much advantaged by the negle& of it 
at firſt, and want of clear ConviRion in 
the point of fet-forms, which was its ſhel- 
ter, together with an opinion of ſerving 
God better. The means of cure muſt be 
gradual, to diſccrn the Corruption of heart 
which lies at bottom, the negle& of it fo 
longa time, the advantage given to it, to 
lay them to heart, humbly to confeſs them 
before the Lord, to crave pardon through 
the Blood of Chriſt,through purging of the 
heart, and ſerling of the judgment, which 
obtained prej2dice will be prayed our, and 
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104 
th2 heart and head return to ſoundneſs. 
Whileſt th:s cure by thz bicſhng of God is 
in working , tpecial care mult be taken ro 
prevent Relapt {cr by «Qing with a doubting 
Conticience, 

Beſides, the main ſpoken to, I obſerve 
ſome tubitil Temptarioa infiouated , wiz, 
1, That when the heart hath been in the 
beſt frame, and moſt 1:nfible, they have 
been worſt. 2. Find no trouble of Spirit 
upon forbearance z no wonder, whileſt tne 
JUuC2ment 15u7reioived, fo great a Prejudice 
reriains, anu 27 appretenfion of fin in joyn- 
is 3 Find no inconvenience in ſtaying 
avrey, but tending and waiting cill that” 
cone, and lots of Scriptures, which we 
can read at home the ſame time, !s loſs of 
Part of the publick Preycrs of the Church, 
no loſs? anc 15 private teachins to be com- 
pared with publick reading by an Officer of 
tie Church, when they ſtand in competi- 

rione Tize God of peace braiſe Satan under 
our feet ſortly, 

Sir, 4 Gave made it my firſt week-days 
work to a: {wer this Caſe 3 and hearing of 
this Mcfienger, have ſealed it up, which 
will neceflirace your trouble of procuring me 
a Copy at your leifure; for | want time to 
tranſcribe, and am too weary z if your 
thoughts differ from mine upcn the Cale, 
deal tieely with me. "The Lo:d accept and 
Licls our poor endeavours; remove all 
fiumbling: 
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ſlumbling-blocks, and give light and peace &” © (2 ial 
28 mT__ Teh > (i 
5-32, wm MS. | 


to his dear Servants. Pray for 
Yours, John Angier. 


Other inſtances I might add, that his 
Countcl was asked in many important C:1es, 


{ and his advice was ſavoury, and uſually ſafe, 


| being grounded upon the Word of God, 


having the advantage of an holy heart, a 
clear head, and long experience; one only 
I (hall ſubjoyn, of his advice ro a Miniſter, 
who dcfired his Counlel about removing to 
another place of more advantage for the 
World, and greater probability ot doirg 
good. His Anfwer by Letter, was in the 
Negative, faying , I bleſs God that fuch 
tewptations do drive you and your p:ople 
to God the eſtabliſher of Z07. it was 
an Expreſſion of Dr. Tuckreys to me, It zs 
ill tranſplanting a Tree that thrives in the 
Soy!. Think upon our Saviours Speech, 
li/hen I ſent you without ſcrip or ſtaff, lack- 
ed you my thing ? and they ſaid nothing : Be 
not {olicitous about your means , or the 
certainty of itz but ſet your Soul to the 
work, and Gods f:cret ſhall be upon your 
Tabernacle. The Miniſter fixed his 
ſtaff where he was, 2ccerding to Mr, An- 
91ers Example and Advice, and never re- 
pcnted it, 
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Thus I have briefly given an account of 
Mr. Anzgiers lolid and grave Anfwers to 
{ome Cates of Conlcience, and bur a ſmall 
talt; for it were calle to fill a Volume with | 
tis various Leirers upon like occaſions, to 
{cycral Perlous, 


— — 


'F Haſten to the part he acted upon the 
FM Stepe of this World, in the laſt Scene 
0: *'s Lite, | mean in his Sickreis, the gra- 
ci2vs words thai proceeded from him z for 
as he lived, fo he died; his diſcourles were 
Holy, Heavenly, Miniſtring Grace to the 
hearers. His month ſpake wiſdom, bis tongut 
talked of judgment ;, for the law of his God 
was un his heart, The nearer approaches 
he wace to Heaven, ſtill the more he 
breathed of Heaven; aud tho many, yea, 
moſt of what he then ſpake, eſcapt the 
memory of SpeQators or Byſtanders; yet 
{ome gleanings they committed to writing, 
which are 2s follow. 

Upon Tharſday, Auguſt, 16. 1677. be- 
ing in a ſhaking fit, he was more free in 
dilcourle, than ordinarily he had been} 
and f{a1d, I find my 1elf weak ard feeble, 
arid now think as rauch on my dear Wife, 
at the very firſt; but God tock courle to 
wean me Þy herlong AfliQon. To a Mother 
hs #aid, Be not ſharp or raſh with your Chil 
dren: 
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dre, leſt their affeftions be Venated , when 
they commit a tault, ſtay while rill- your 
anger be over, and tn:n -ounfkl and ad» 
moniſh them, maintain lov. in then, as well 
as your au: nority over the. 

If it pleate God, I could he plad to live 
to fee the good of the Church, and of my 
Children; 1f not, | ſhall Cye 1; the faith of 
it, that God will remember th-m when I 
am gone, it may be ten they 1! bethin% 
themlelves, when they have not te to de- 
pend upon. God can ſoon alter their temper 
it he pleaſe, 

To a young Woman that lived in his 
Family,he ſaid, As you have lived here many 
years, and by Gods help have been of lome 
uſe, | am glad you are to be diſpoſed of un- 
to {o good aFamily that have been Children 
of the Cov<nant, for the mircy of the L rd 
ir upon thouſands of them that fear him, and 
though you may meet with afflitions, yet 
lhope God will do you good, and help you 
to bear them; this was a true predition; 
for God laid an heavy hand of affi:&ion up. 
on her husband, and then pluckt him away 
by death, under ſome aſtoniſhing and aggra»- 
vating circumſtances, known tov the neigh- 
bourhood, yet God ſupported her very 
Sraciouſly. 

Concerning himſelf he faid, God hath 
made my condition comfortable in the 
World ; I have lived comfortably, and have 

kept 
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kept that which ny Fatherleſt me ; he left 
me a good Portion, thinking (it may be ) 
thar 1 ſhould nevzr be likely co get much 
ia the world; and Ihaveleft it {or what is 
equivolent J to my Children, and it they 
make it away, the will of the Lord be done, 
This 13 my comfort, 1 have left no means 
unuſed, that 1thought might be for their 
g00d 3 and it may be, God may bring them 
into iraits, when 1am gone; and when he 
hath brought them taco the wilderneſs,ſpeak 
to their hearts. 

My good chi!! Bety | God took away 
poor Betty ! but why ſhould 1 call her 
2Go1r2She 15 rich, bcing with her beft friend: 
i have had much gr:-t for the lols of my 
dear Wife, ſhe was <2ar tome, but her hap- 
pinels I could never yet envy. 

God hath in ſme mcaiure piven me an 
kumble heart, and hath kelped ro carry 
numbly in my place, to Chi'dren and to fer- 
vants 4 let God have ihe Glory, in whom a- 
lone I have comfort. 

Oe faid to him. Sir, what do you z2ps- 
precend of your {-:f? hetaid, | know not, 
but 1 have lived a'moit two Years above the 
age of a man; and if Go nave any {urther 
work for me to do, he will recover mezif 
not, why ſhould 1 dcelire ro live? I have 
taken great pains all my lie, and never de- 
fired tor live an idle life, or 2 life cf pleaſure, 
But for me to bt with Chriſe is far better; 
bence- 
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henceforth is laid up for me acrowsa of righ- 


geouſneſs, rhick the Lord the righteous judp 


will grove me, 

His n<xt tit was on Saturday, Fg. 25— 
Being very reſtlcis, one asked him where 
his pain lay ? he laid, no great pain, but hear 
is pain enough 5; he a>ked what tunes a day 
it was? thzy taid ten a Clock; he [zid, rhe 
day went ſlowly on, when ene is fick; 
but when well, we think time goes roo 
{alt, 

At another tim? he ſaid, God hath et 
back the time, as in Fezckiahs days; but 
laid he, if I could go to Chappcl to mor. 
row, I ſhould think all well ; but I have no 
hope of that : But if God have afavour to 


| me, he will bring me bac, and ſhew me b:th 


#: and his holy ba%itation; if n3t, let him do 
ar feem:th him good : 

His Daughter coming into tie Room, he 
faid, Oh th:t | could fee my Children wa!ke 
ing in Gods ways and fear ! if I could lee 
my Son, his Write and Chi!dren,minding the 
beſt things, and walking with God, Icould 
dye with comfort. | could much d:lte | 
could live to fee it ;! have FPrayed and long 
waited for Gods Salvation: And thor Solo- 
mon, my ſon;know thou the God of thy fathers, 
and ſerve tim wity a ferfeth heart, and wit 
a willing mind, for the Lord ſearch:th all 
bearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginati- 
ens of the thoughts, if thou ſeek him, be _- 

% F 
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be found of thee; but if thou forſake him, 
he will c:ſt thee iff for ever : 1 Chron, 
28. 9. 

eAug. 27,—Early in the morning, after 
a reſtlets night, and many weary toſlings, 
being unable to lye ſtil), he ſaid, my ſtrength 
is ſpent; and added,l may ſay as Hezekiab, 
I am oppreſſed, Lord undertake for me: 1a, 

2 Q , I 4, » 

To his couſin he ſaid, We muſtnot decline 
Gods ſervice for difficulty, 

Upon Tuetday, Mr. Conſtantine,(a worthy 
Miniſter ) coming to viſit him, he deſired 
him to Pray with him 3 and being asked 
whether it was not fitter for him to pray 
for himin zsnother room, becauſe the Phy- 
ſitizns adviſed him to forbear company 3 he 
faid no, but let him pray with me; yet to 
prevent tedioutne(;, he told them this pal- 
{age of Mr. Horrocks( which he had oft 
mentioned in his health )When Mr. Horrocks 
was ſick, Mr. Argier came to viliſt him, 
Jjuit as Mr. Ptke, (another honeſt Miniſter) 
was gone out from him ; Mr. Horrocks faid, 
Mr. eLnger, you mult pray with me ; but 
M-. Pike hath killd me with along prayer, 
When Mr. Conſtatine was gone, Mr. Angier 
ſaid, In ficknels we are wiling to fend for 
the Phyſitian of the Body, and ſhould we 
not fend for the Phyſttian of the Soul? Mi- 
nitets are the Souls Phylitians; we need 
their help, 


That 
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That night he deſired that Fam. 5. x 3. 
tothe end, might be reac; and When it was 
read,he ſaid, Phyſitians of the body fay,ſet 
not the Miniſter pray with the ſick; but the 
Apoſtle faith, #s any ſick among you? let him 
ſend for the elders of the church, When 
praycr was done, he faid, what a mercy is 
it ! my underſtanding is as good as ever in 
all my lite; one ſaid to him, Sir | think you 
underſtand every thing well, but your own 
weakneſs; he anſwered, 1 am fenfible of 
weaknels and wezrinefs, and burnings: but 
what a mercy is it that tho my bones are 
vexed, my ſoul is not ſore vexe allo, as 
Davids was! | bleſs God | am not afraid of 
death, yet what | may be | know not : Satan 
may tempt re when his chain is lengthened, 
One ſaid, No doubt, you will not want peace; 
he anſwered, | know not that; tho Satan 
could find no fin in our Saviour, yet he may 
find matter enoughin me ; and added,that 
he had not in his healih b.en altogether 
free from Satans Temptztions, he had met 
with his Temptations both in a marryed and 
ſingle condition. 

The ſame night while one rut:bed his feet, 
he ſaid, what a wonderful mercy is it, that 
the great God ſhould think upon, ard be- 
ſtow his love upon fuch a poor worm asl arn. 
This he ſpake weeping 3 then ſaid he, I dic, 
but God ſhall be with you, ſaying, | cannot 
leaveyou a greater comfu:tthen the gract- 
ous preferce of the —-e:r Ged ; he then 
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added. Bleſjed and bly is he that hath 
part 1: the firſt reſarrethion, on ſuch the ſecond 
death hath no power: His feet being cold, 
and iwea:'tng,one rubbed them; he ſaid,my 
body is we=k and feeble, an old tree will 
{oon wither, but it mutt be cheriſhed, a:.d 
be tenderly cared for, as well as the Soul; 
for it is'the Temple of the Ho!'y Ghoſt, and 
doth keep In it an immortal Soul, for a 
waile, 

Altho the pangs of death were on him ; 
yet he {:ir', Bicſizd be God, | feel no pain, 
but your cold hand; | would wait on God 
for alittle {]cep. Lord I wait on thee, re- 
memb:r thy covenant, and thy worJ to thy 
Szrvant, which I have hoped for, and ir hath 
been my tupport and ſtrength in mine at. 
f:Aion;z and through thy ſtrength | have 
been Coing thy will, and endeayorring to 
keep thy commandments , altho in much 
weaknet:;now Lord own thine own ſervant, 
do thinz own work, make good thy own 
words; | bel'eve in thee, | hope and w-it for 
thee; hear the Prayers of thy fervant, come 
Lord J:{us. 

Then {aid ke, I love Chriſt, and he! ove 
me, ant! there's no love lot hetwixt us; la an 
h $2 and hc is mine, ind my defircis towar 
him. 

One b:ing preſent with him from 1an- 
cheſter, he acked cf all his friends and ac- 
quaintance there, and detirid ro be remem- 
bred 
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bred to them, charging them to live in!cv? 
and peace 5, he laid, intreat them to pray 
to God for me, and that will do me mor - 
good than their prefentsz and being told 
that many of the pcopl: of God were pray- 
i:g for him, he faid, Who am 1 a poor crea- 
ture, that Geds people ſhould be lo concern: 
ed tor me! | fear left they ſhould offend in 
being too earnzit with God for my lie, for 
who knows but the Lord may hear prayers, 
and may bring me back irem the grevc , as 
he is wont todo ? 

Afterwards he p. rceivirg that others Cid 
ſulpe& his Ceath, ke dchred the 48th of 
Geneſis is to be read, where (faid he) old 
Facob bleſſed kis Sons, and the 49, Where 
a'ter he had ſpoken to them by a Spirit of 


Prophecy, and commanded them, he gathered G —_— 
np his feet into the b:d, and yielded up the V. 33- 


ghoſt, and was gathered unto his people. And 
when tney had Cone r:ading, he fpa'e to 
thein one by one, and prayed for a olefſing 
for them ; kiſſing the Children, he tock 
leave of them, ard Cclired a Pli:lm to be 
ung, and he lei," ing it carariully(P/al.45.) 
It contains Chills love to the Church, and 
the Chu: cnes love to Chirilt, 

Ther; ke app: inti.d kis Grandfon toread 
a Chapter, ( Fer. 2; ) it corcerns, faith he, 
Nothiul Shepherds, Gui ds Soul abhorred 
them, and ke will cu:te their labours, they 
ſrall net prefor thepropl- ;, they ore fit for 
no 


LW 
- 


Si4.. Ar. \ngiers 


no uſz;adding,God will make a Beſome,and 
{weep all tuch out of his houſe 3 no man, 


ſaid he, will have a tenant that will not T:ll F 


his land, but let houte and ground go to 
ruin - God will take fpecial care ot his 
houſe.. 

Then ke ſaid, 7ohn, take counſcl at your 
beſt friends, they will give you good 
Counſel,and fet you gooCc Example; meddle 
not with wicked, light, and vain perlons:; 
remember the words of your dying Grand- 
father; then he deſired the 14th of Fohn 
to be read, concerning Chriſts ſending the 
Spirit, 

Then he prayed earneſtly for the Church, 
that God would hear the Prayers of his 
people, and return to theſe nations, and let 
at liberty his Miniſters and People ; Oh,faid 
he, that God would magniſy the riches of 
his Grace, for his poor Church, for the 
lake cf Chriſt, for we are an unworthy 
p.ople z but thy Son dyed to purchaſe the 
pardon of fin, and recorciliaticn, and is {ct 
at thy right hand, picading our caule ;F2- 
ther hear him, for us, and be at peace with 
vs. Remember what harh been done and 
{uffercd for reforgquiion, and the precious 
Blood of thy Saints, which hath been ihed, 
this is the feed of thy Churchz remember 
the prayers of ſuch as are now with thee, 
and of ſuch as are yet alive, in the behalf of 
their {ced, and the {e£d of thy Church, and 
fetch 
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ſetch in ſuch as are going aſtray from thee, 
and put a {top to thr courle of fin : rebuke 
that profane ſpirit that is gore cur in the 
Nation ; reviz« the work 6? reformationy 
of tenderneis 0: confcicnce, -nu brokenfets 
of heart, that ſomernmes hy p.ople have 
had ; remove the hardzets oc heart, and 
that lukewarm frame of i\piric that hath 
{:ized upon us : return,O Lordyto the many 
thoutands of thoſc that art ſ.ecking thee in 
thele Nations 3 how long, Lord, wilt thou 
be angry with thy people in thete Nations, 
and deny to anſwer their prayers? © 
Lord, thy poor people have been many 
years pleading with thee, for the Kings Ma- 
jeſty; make him indeed a eſtab, a Nurſing 
Father to thy Church;make him a terror tc 
evil doers, and an encouragement to them 
that do well z Father, thy pcople are wait- 
ing on thee, whzn wilt thou return to thy 
poor broken ſcattered flock? Lord hum- 
ble them for fin that hath provoked thee to 
this great heat of thy wrath 3 thou haſt 
mercy in ſtore, and waiteſt to be g:c:ous, 
but we are not fit for mercy 3 But Lerd, 
make thy people fit 3 thou haſt bid us ask 
what we will in thy ſons name, and thou wilt 
gveit. Lordencrcaſc our faith, and work 
tor thy great Namc, and thy own Glory 3 
advance thy Sons Kingdom,and bring down 


the Kingdom of Satan + purge and purity 
1 thy 
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thy Church, but deſtroy itnot ; thou haſt 


:preared for thy Church many times when 


it hath bcen very low, and thy people have 
ſinned grievorſly againſt thee, as we have 
done 5 and thereby brought themſelves in- 
co ſtraits, yet thou haſt heard their cryes, 
and wrought tor thy narae, that it ſhot 11 
net be polluted. Zzon lyes in the duſt, thy 
Church is fore broken 5 many of thy 
ſervants are gachered to thy felt , 
they are not to b: {een or heard any more 
im the Werld their pravers are cealed that 
ſtood in the g:p, to twrn away thy wrath 
from us. Lord revive converfion- work ; lt 
not the Womb of thy Church be barren 
and uniruicfels is thy work quite done ? 
O Lord, art thoureſolved to leave this Na- 
tion ? baft not theu many ele Sculs yet 
to be brovghtin? dear Father, hear thou 
the Prayers of Parents for their poor Chil- 
dren z do- not caſt off the ſeed of thy 
Cizurch ; ler them not be as unfruitfnl 
Bras.ches that are fit for ro uſe, but to burn; 
Lord prevent Pepery and Idolatry ; let us 
not leave our Children worfe than our F:- 


rents left us; let there be pure Doctrine, | 


Worlhip, and diſciplinein thy houſe accord. 
ing to thy mind; continve the priviledges 
purchaſed with the blood of thy Son, for 
the uſc of thy Church, which thy people 


ſtand I 
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FYpofcrit y may praile thee, and ſuture gene- 
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ſtand in ſo much need of, that we and our 


rations may fet their hope in God, and de- 
clare what thou haſt Cone, 

And for the Congregation, he (aid, Thine 
they were, and thou haſt committed them 
to me , thy p or fervant; for this 46 years 
| have bcen labouring among them; accord- 
ing ro my poor ability thou haſt beſtowed 
on me | have endeavoured fo bring them 
over t0 thee ; now | aa nomore to be with 
them 3 Father | cc mmir theni to thee again, 
as | have done manv a time; take thou the 
charge of them, ſeeto them, provide for 
them 3double thy ſpirit on thy tervant 3 bleſs 
his labours among them, let many Souls be 
brought into thy Kirgdom of Grace, and 
made tit for the Kingdom of Glory; ct 
thy word abide ,with them , Lerd , 
tarry. with thy people here , fend 


down thy Spirit {9 freels, fo plainly, to 
ſully—theſe lat worcs he 9ften repcar- 
ed. 


Theſe were the workihgs of his gracious 
heart,vented Godwards in Heavenly cacula- 
tions,and utter'd in ſuch broken expreſſions; 
he was reſtieſs, and in {everal poſtures z ore 
aid, Sir are you not fore pained ? he faid 
no, bleſſed be God, | feet no pain, but the 
l:(h will tir. 
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+ On Wedneſday Night, about two a clock 
eAng.29. 1677 he begun to ſpeak aſter 
this manner.— | commir my felf into- the | 
hands of that God, who gave me my be- 
ing, who bath been a good God, and a lov- 
ing Father to me, and into the hands of Je- 
fus Chriſt my Saviour, who loved me, and 
gave himlelt for me, and bare the burden of 
my finsz and into the hands of the Rely 
Spirit, who hath ſanRified me throughout | 
in Soul, Body, and Fpirit-—And for my 
Children that have been a great grief of 
heart to me, that have been very ſinful; 
good Lord pardon their fins in the Blood|. 
of thy own Son,—For my Son that hath 
greatly played the Prodigal , hedg up his 
way with thorns, and make a ſtone-wall, 
bring him into ſuch ſtraits, that he may be» 
gin ro bethink himſelf, and fay, In my Fa- 
thers houſe is Bread enough, —That at laft 
he may return, —For my Childrens Chil- 
dren, Lord | commit them into thy hands, 
and all my dear Friencs and their Chil- 
cren.—And for my People whoml received 
from thy hands, to take care of,and inftruR, 
to Preach thy word unto, and pray for, 
Lord thou knoweſt, in ſome meaſure of up- 
rightnels of heart | have done it , 
and in ſome meaſure my life hath been 
according to my dofrine,—Lord forgive 
the fins of my life, the ſins of my m__ 
an 
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and the fins of my Pecople.— | deſire to 
bleſs thee for what good thou haſt done by 
my Miniſtry among them, and for thoic - 
Souls thou haſt already brought into Hea- 
ven,—And now Lord, | commit them into 
thy hands, who art the chief ſhepherd, they 
are thy flock, help them to live in love and 
pcacez Oh that firifes and contentions 
might ceaſe. —And thou who haſt kept an 
open door for thy people in this place, 


' when it hath been ſhut cl{:where 


for a long ſpace 3; Lord keep it open 
ſtill, uncil thcu ſhalt open the reſt. — 
Oh, remember thy Miniſters. Take 


' care of them,—provide for this congreg?- 


tion; and if thou ſhalt incline the heart of 
my Kinſman to ſtay amongſt them , (who 
hath b:en trained up in my Family for theſe 
ten years, and they have known his manner 
of lite, his DoRtrine, his parts, and abilities 
for the Miniſtry )— if thou ſee it good, 
make wiy inthe heart of thy ſervant H. 
And tholſz thir have power in this place, to 
uſe their endeavenr, that he may cantinue 
here — Thi: is my diftre.—Lord remember 
thy People in the nations, -—- Papiſts are 
ſtriving,and {ume oi the m-er ſermaliſts care 
not what becomes of the Protetanr int:reft,- 
If Popery comes in i;«e 2 ty0d ,-- Lord pnt 
aſtop to it. Yea, put an cnd to it. —Stir up 
the heart of our Kinz, and che Ring 
of the Swedes , againſt the Whore 
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of Rome, that thinks ſhe ſits as aqueen and 
is no widow,—— Oh ſtir up the ren Kings 
againſt her —— 


Then he added a requeſt for accommod>» | 


tion of a Cifterence ketwixt two perſons 
(whom kenames) in his congregation, that 
he might ſce it heal. d hefore he Gie— And 
for ſome others tht had made deteQticn in 
pratice, and were fallen vfi to loofenels, 
and vain compar.y-keeping, who were chil- 
dren of Godly Parents, that :t Iſt Gud 
werld bring them keme by ſound repen- 
tance, —— Co: cluding, he begs that the 
Lerd wil: bring down il] houſcs of iniqui- 
ty, meaning Atchoulcs, 

He acded that night—— Whi!ſt we are at 
bame mm the body, we are abſt from the | ore; 
but when we are abſent fromthe body, then we 
ſhall be preſent with the Lord, th. refore w: 
lavour.—— 

The juſt ſhall live by his faith. — 

Read we the 2Cth of «Att where Pan; 
fent for the eicers of the Church of Eph ſu;, 
and gave th:m charge, and took his leave ot 
them. 

Read the 1 Theſ.4.12 tothe erC;adding, 
It is a great privileds , that the dead i: 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and be with him, b:tore 
they that are alive at his coming (ha'l be 
changed. 

Thus his Holy Scu! mounting upwards 
by £ratual aiccnts, breathes out 1ts ts $f into 
the 
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the bolom of God, being mcllowed ard ri- 
pened for G'ory. In all theſe we may take 
notice of , 1, His pub'ick-{piriteCnels, til] 
his heart wes carryed out for the Churct:, 
No man lize-minded, wh: naturally cared for 


the ſpiritual ſtzte of ſeuls, and of Sion. 2 H:s Phil. 2.20, 


hatred cf un, Love to Hlinets, Rightcoul- 
nels, Peace, ant earneſt defires to promote 
the intereſt of Carift, living and dying, at 
home, abroze. 3. His tweet {crenity and 
compoiednels of Spirit, looking this grim 
terjcant of Death, the King of Terrors, full 
in the face with: ut am2zcment, mecting it 
as his friend, giving him poſſclhion of his 
Fathers houtc. 4 Hts erCearcd love tr th- 
word of Ged,cchghting to have it rcad, 
lounding in his ears, and tipping iis terigue 
with Scripiure Language,bt cate kts heart 
was throughly erencht therein. Thus this 
Holy man lived, and thus he dyev; thus he 
believed, thus he Pre:ched, profeſicd his 
hopes of a lite tro come; and thus he entire 
into his reſt, and polſcilcth that purchaſed 
and perfe& ir heritance ; who wovul! 
not thu; live ! what Atheiit would not thus 
oye! however 2 carnal h.art may poflivly 
ſay as that wicked Roiſter who with hiscom- 
panion viſie:d dying Ambroſe, and hearicg 
his Holy difcourles and confident welcomin: 

#pprozcaing death with ccm ort, he turn. 

him to {1:t fwaggeriag Ruſſiin, ſaying 

On that !' might hive with thee, anc dy 

| $ Wit! 
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with Ambroſe ! and thus could Balaam, Num : 
23. 10. that deviliiſh Wizzard, and covetou 
conjurer,ſay,let me die the death of the righte- 
ous,ard let my laſt end be l;ke his, Heb.Let my 
Soul or my lite be with the Righteous ] but 
they that would follow this bleſſed 
Saint into the upper region, muſt enter in 
at the right door by tound converſion, and 
So forth, and goon in the foot-ſteps of the 
flock,, travelling gradually in the paths of 
lanRity,till we advance to the mountof God: 
and tao it bea rare ihing to follow thcte 
Worthies, | paſſubus equis 7] with ſuch long 
rides, and qu!cs motion; vet fincerity in 
our ſetting o::r, diligence 511 purſuit, and 
perſer:-3,,ce in holding on to thc *nd, may 
by. the bicliing of God bring vs to che goal 
and rarlai:” oi Glory ; and tho we cannot 
attain the exploirs and t onour of the firſt 
thre: of Rizp Davids worthies, yer may 
we be faitnfu: fouicliers in this noble Ariny 
of the fokowers of the Lamb, at lat the 
Crown oi Cilory may be by the grace ot 
(od fet upun our triumphant heads ; and 
if there be degrees of Giory, yet rhe leaſt 
veſſel fh:ll be filled, and rhe mcanct Saint 
ſhall be iully loaden with that exceeding 
and eternal werg/;t of Glory: for iuch 
and fo great is that joy, that it cannot enter 
into the mot ext_nlive and capacious recei- 
vers, but they mutt enter znro their Maſters 
Joy 5 as if cen thouſand miliions of Bot- 
tles 
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tles of different ſizes were caſt into the vaſt 
ocean; they would all be abundantly filled 
{oevery Saint ſhall fay with David, Pal. 
17.15 As for me I will behold thy face in 
righteou/neſs, [ ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake 
with thy likeneſs, 

Nr is it difficult for an Anpelified Soul 
{ct at liberty from the priton of the fleſh, 
to ſoar aloit with {ſpzed into thele celeſti- 
al regions, -*11-1lly having ſuch a royal 
guard «f Angels to atrend ir, tho it is taid 
that from Earth to Fcaven it is an hun- 
dred and fixty millions of mil-s; yet how 
quickly and ſafely can that bleſſed Convoy 
convey it into the prefence-chamber of chat 
Gloriou: King £ Oh how well did this gra- 
cious 04 know the wey thith:r, where 
he kad Þb en day!y vifitog tire great God 
by faith and prac ; he was not a ſtranger 
to the jaws 11 thit Country, NIC Unac- 
quainted with the manner 01 thar Court a- 
toveg but a+ hs walled with bis God, and 
was joyned 16 that heavenly forcety g, fo 
doublets he kepr vp forac coma union with 
rote biefſe + {prrits abouycy as they have an 
incffable way ot 1972rcourte and correfpon- 
denc< a:r.onoft theiioies yg YE have we 1.0 
Scripturs ov 6tny 16 12y TO, OF Exp an- 
{wers rom time , RharPy they that have 
faithfully 1 op avert rv plits and praces 
wilsſt conve tint botow ; remember their 
dying fp:ecicr, ani 16iate their lov.ly It- 
rely EE... I; 
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T might now be £xpcRted that I ſhould 
[| furcher unfold EL j ibs Mantle,by recorc- 
ing thoſe pithy and pertinent Speeches that 
dropred from him. Eut as that hath been 
cc: lionally rehearlcd already, in the pre- 
cedin; Narrative ; fo | fear thote that 
were converlant aFcurt him,were not +» 0þ- 
{c;vantof thoſe practrus words that pro- 
cecded from him in his health, as in his fick- 
nets ; otherwile we might nave inriched the 
world withſome ute's} ard Holy oblervat'- 
Gn, fuitable to lcveial occalions, facred ana 
civil 


i. An cminent D.vine took notice, that 
Mr. Avgzer laid, he weuty not be rich, or 
thut he withed not to be rich, or have his 
Relztions rich z nay, that he was reaily 3- 
traid of ir z probably relpcRing it not, 
mentioning that of the Apolile 1 Tim, 6. 
9, IO. or that Prov. 30. by, 9 

2. Again, he uicd to obtrerve, that Reli- 
gion was moſt inthe Country, rather than 
Towns and Citics : or that ordinarily the 
power of Godlinets, ftmplicity, liccerity.are 
faurd among Hu,band:nen rather than 
trace! nen, 

3. Thc in Cities, Towns, and amorg 
the trading part, there was much excels in 
C164 
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diet,apparel; th:t they ſpoited their becies, 
and were lels {.rivus in ditcuurte,and labori- 
ous in their callings, 

4. That he did rot judg it fit ts call ayy 
Geatlewoman, Mi:cam, exccpt ſhe was a 
Lady indecd , adcing, thatmen never called 
women, Madams, bur fince they loved other 
women betrer titan their wives, 

5- Again, h: uſed to lay, there is no- 
thing wherein Gov'y perfors are more apt 
ro mils it, than in the bufinels of Marriage, 
both up:n tixir own acccurt, and their 
Childrcn, 

0, Ac1in, he ule {to [:y, it's IT nuard Mat- 
ter t9 lee 7p Mes cd with {uccels in his 
Miniſtry, :-4 cur own lab-ours blaſted, :n! 
nut to pry 22 or b: Cicyaterred there- 
al, 

7. Acain, if Gul yi!l help me to take 
Care Of in +" vi:!! l-aveh:im to take 
care ht I Ff my maintiinance, and of the 
fruit of & y lat 

S. Hef faid, w 4g th have la d their 
dead re{ations, or friends, in the one they 
ſay,they have been pet on rmng the laſt cftice 
for ther 3 but they are wi! taken, for the y 
hove yet {mething 14 Ec tur thetr names Ur 
f O't-rity, 

L canq -t at preſent call to mint any more, 
tho thj; mutt be iorpured rather to our non: 
obfcreanc- than to hits b2rrennets; yer there 


ts lome patio? that ! wet with in the life 
of 
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of David Chytreus , 2 German Divine, that 
are ſo pat to the frame of this holy mans 
Spirit , and con{cnant to kis orCinary lan- 
ouage, that I hail concluce this Narrative 
therewith : ſumma me a ſapientia eſt, quod 
ſcio me nihil ſapere, &c. The chieteſt part of 
my wiſdom is to know that | want wil- 
dom ; nor do» lexpect to receive any thing 
upon the contidence of tny own underſtand- 
ing, but | til ſetch both courlrls and rea- 
tons of all that I am todo frem God alone ; 
and keep my felf within the limits of my 
calling 3 the ſum of my piety 1s, that I day- 
ly acknowlc:'g and bewail my own impiety, 
and would willingly be more Godly; Chriſt 
is the Glory ard fplendor of our name, 
who for us is made Wiſdom , Righ- 
teovinels, SarRification, and Redemption, 
with whom we {hall live to all eternity. In- 
deed we ncither own nor dcfire a glorious 
name ,no? popular ſplendour upon earth 
and if we were formerly tickled thereby, 
our repentarce hath made us contemn it ; 
and are taught by long and ſweet experience, 
an1 now find the comfort of it , when 
death anrproacheth, T hat the life of Chriſt 
Witt us, and a life ts Chiiſt, will afford 
us the preat-it comfort ; tho aias roo late 
bepun, Iii. 35. 3, 4. Then HJ:2t}44h turned 
kis face toward tht wall, and praysd unto the 
Lord, ard {aid, Remember niw G Lord, I be- 
jeech thee, ry I have walbed before thee 2n 
i rut Jy 
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at 

Ns truth, and with a per fett heart, and have done 
1- that which is good in thy fight. 

© . 2 Cor. 1. 12. for our rejoycing is this, the 
4 teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity 


of and godly ſincerity, not with fleſbly wiſdom, 
{ but by the grace of God, we have had our con» 
g ver ſation in the world, and more abundantly to 
] youwards, 

1 1 John 1. 7. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſon cleanſeth us from all ſin. 


HALLELUJAH. 
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